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REPUBLIC OF LIDERIA) 
MONTSERRADO COUNTY) 

PRIVATE USE PERMIT C01\'TRACf BETWEEN THE FORESTRY 
DEVELOPMENT AUTIIORIITV AND THE PEOPLE OF TlllENPO DISTRICT, 
RIVER GEE COUNTY FOR HARVESTING OF 11,193 HECTARES OF 
FORESTLAND 

rJ;s1 . 
THIS CONTRACf made and entered into this .2'_""",. day oflt6!.jjJ5it ;i"olO A.D. 
2010, by and between the Government of Liberia. through the Forestry Development 
Authority, hereinafter referred to as the Authority, represented by its Managing Director. 
Moses D. Wogbeh Sr., and the People of Thienpo District, River ('~ County. hereinafter 
referred to as Thicnpo represented by Elder Benjamin C. Quayeson and Benjamin Jlah, 
herejnafi:crcollectively the Parties, hereby; 

WIT N E SSE T H: 

WHEREAS, the Authority is statutorily responsible for the sustainable management and use 
ofall categories of forest resources; 

WHEREAS. the People of Thienpo are legitimate owners of a tract of forestland of 27,646 
aereslll~193 hectares by virtue of inheritance through a legitimate purchase from the 
Republic ofLiberia; 

WHEREAS, by virtue of Section 5.6 (d) (i) of the National ForesttyReronn Law (NFRL) of 
2006, copy of. duly certified Public Land Sale Deed issued in 1954 under the signature of 
President William V.S. Tubma.n, in proof of ownership of the subject tract of land is hereto 
attached and marked Exhibit "B" to form a ecgent part ofthis Permit; 

WHEREAS, in further verification of the subject property~ the Ministry of lands, Mines & 
Energy flnaUv gives authentication and verification to the said Thienpo Deed through a: 
letter under the signature of Assistant Minister George Y. Miller, Attached also is the said 
verification letter marked Exhibit"C' to form an integral part of this Contract; 

WHEREAS, validation of the area in keeping with Section 5.6 (d) (iil of the NFRL and 
Section 61 of FDA Regulation 102"()7 shows that the said traet of land is dimillislled by 
12,381 hectares due to overlap of 11.942 hectares with the University of Liberia Forest Wld 
al"o by an overlap of 439 hectares with the Sapo National Park leaving a remainder of33~162 
heetares of furestland for commercial furestry. The said validation report is hereto attached 
Ilnd marked Exhibit '''0'' to fonn also an integral part ofthis Permit; 

WHEREAS. Thienpo is desirous of commercializing harvcstable tree species on the said 
1nIct of ll, 193 hectares ofland; 

WHEREAS, the Authority having examined TbienPO'5 application and the requirements of 
Section 5.6 of the NFRL having been met, declares Thienpo qualified for issuance of a 
Private Use Pennit and 
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NOW, TllEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and agreements 
herein contained, the parties do hereby agree as fullows: 

1. Definitions 

a. 	Authority: The Forestry Development Authority (FDA) created by an Act of 
the Legislature on Novembor I, 1976. 

h. Annual Operations: Plan: the plan that guides the annual operations of the 
Holder 

c. Chain 	of ('A1Stody: the path of custodianship followed by logs, Timber and 
wood products through harvesting. transport, interim storage, processing, 
distribution and export from source oforigin in the forest to end use. 

d. Code 	of Forest Harvesting Practices: a set of standards for environmentally 
sound forest use prepared by the Authority 

e. Conservation: the sustainable management and protection of:futest resources 
to achieve maximum environmental, socia~ economie and scientific benefits 
for present and future generations 

f. Forestry; llie science, art and practice ofoonservation of:fOrest resources 

g. Forest 	 Resources License: any legal instrument pursuant to which the 
Authority allows a person, subject to specified oonditions, to extract forest 
resources or make other productive and sustainable use of forest land. This 
ineludes Forest management Contracts, Timber Sale Contracts, Forest Use 
Permit and Private Use Permit. 

b~ Foresttand: a tract of Land, inc1uding its flora and fauna capabte of producing 
forest resources, or land set aside fur the purpose of forestry, but not 
including land in permanent settlements and land that has been in long term 
use fur non-shifting cultivation ofcrops or raising livestock. 

i. Forest Product: any material or item derived from forest resources. 

j. 	Forest Management Contract: forestry contract whieh covers a land area of 
50,000 -400,000 hectares. 

k. Holder. a person who hotds a valid forest resources license 

L laud Owner: a peI50n who OYl"IlS land by lebrai title 

m.Operator: a person harvesting or making commercial use of furest Tesources 
under a fure.st resources license, including a person working as an cmployee~ 
contractor or other agent for a Holder. 



! . 


n. Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements ofthe Holder before felling of logs. 
They include posting of required performanee bond; preparation of initial 
annual operations plan and preparation ofenvironmental impact assessment 

o. Private Use Pennit: a 	forest resource Ilcense issued by tlJe Government to 
allow commercial use of the forest resources on private land. 

p. Public Use Permit: a forest resource license issued to extract forest resource 
from an area less than 1000 hectares. 

q. Reforestation: the establishment of a tree plantation in a previously forested 
area that has been af'fccted by cutting, f~ or some other act oftree removal. 

r. 	Societe General. de Surveillance (SOS); the institution/oompany responsible 
to manage 1he Chain ofCustody System. 

s. 	Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resources license issued by the 
Govemm<::nt fur a period of three (3) years that allows a person to harvest , , 
timber from a specified tract of forest land. 

c " 
I ! 	 2, Metes ond Bounds ofThienpo District Available FUr<8t Land 

Commencing at the point on the border of Sinoe and Grand Gedeh Counties (5 °16'35.36'''N­, ,, 
S014·15.55'~'); thence a line runs Due East for 10,041 meters to a point; thence a line runs 
Due South fur 3,741 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 37" W for 11,969 meters to the 
point on the Grand Gooch - Grand Kru County boundary; thence a line runs N 61° W fur 
3,317 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 86° W for 422 meters to a point; thence a line 
runs S 6~ W for 689 meters to a point; thence a line runs S 58" W for 491 meters to a point; 
thence a line runs S 4~ W for 268 meters to a point; thence a line runs Due North for 4,652 
meters to a point; thence a line runs N 6~E for 5~161 meters to a point; thence a line runs N 
23· E fur 2,936 meters to the point o[COMMENCEMENT, containing 27,646 acres ofland. 
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3. Map of Thienpo District Forestland 
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Thumpo Diaria OJmmuttity Forest (27, 646Acres) 
Waltea ill Grana Graeh 

Contract Objective 

a. 	 To harvest merchantable tree species from 11,193 hectares of tract of land 
otherwise ealled the Thienpo Forestland 

b. 	 To engage in refurestation oftile area involving indigenous species 
c. 	 To create alternative uses of the tract ofland after harvesting of1rees 
d. 	 To create employment for about 250 locals of the contrMt area aad surrounding 

towns and villages. 

5. 	 Contract Duration 

The contract shan be for seven (7) years. 

6, 	 Chaill of Custody System 

In keeping with Scction 13.5 of the National Forestry Refurm Law of 2006 Wld 
sections (1-35) or FDA Regulation 108-07, the Chain of Custody System wlllapply 
during the Ufe and implementation of this contract. The system so established fur the 
tracking of logs, timber and wood products from forest to processing and then to 
domestic or foreign market shaH be managed by Societe Genernle de Surveillance 

/If, 




.I 

I 

(SGS) using SGSlHc1vctn equipment and software as provided for by section 3.2 (3) 
of the Chain of Custody System 'Management Contract of2007. 

7. Land Rental & Stumpage Tax 

Consistent with Section 5.7(b) of the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006, the 
Company shall not be charged to pay land rental tax. However. stumpage shall be 
paid consistent with Section 5.1 (c) of the National Forestry Reform Law and alsoJ 
consistent with Section 22(b) ofRegulation 107-07. 

8. Other ~'... & GOL Taxes 

All other fees and GOL Taxes levied on the project shall be consistent with the 
Revenue Law ofLiberia and FDA Regulation. 

9, Pr~felling Date 

Before Company is certified for felling, all pre-rel1ing operations including the 
following must be completed: 

a. Posting USS50,OOO.OO perfunn.""" bond 
b. Submission of initial annual operations plan 

! c. Environmental Impact Assessment 

10, Employment 

Recruitment and cntployment by the Company shall be consistent with Labor Law of 
Liberia and International Labor Organization. 

TermiolltioD 

This contract slu,lll be terminated if the company upon notice ofbreacb. of any term of 
this Contract fails to remedy said breach within a period of(60) sixty days. 

9. Force Majeure 

In the event of force majeure, which eauses either party from meeting its obligations 
herein stated, the Contract shall be suspended as long as the force majeure continues. 

10. Duty of Care 

_______Jh.~~A1J1h9rity_~hg.ltm~re_that the Company maintains environmental_quality_ of tht: ­
cutting area and comply wIth all other conditions consistent with the Libcria Code of 
Harvesting Practkes to include: 
a. Water course protection 
b. Erosion preVention 

··---~---e;--Prevention of'pollutimr--to-tivers, stteams-1Hid--oilier waterways by oispOSitl-QC------~­
wastes 

d. Prevention of fire disaster 

fftf 14 
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The operatIon shall also be in conformity with international conventions to which 
Liberia is a party. Th:ey Indude: the Convention on Biodiversity, the International 
Tropical Umber Agreement., the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention on 
International Trade In Endangered Species and the RAMSAR Convention on Wet1and 
Mawigc:ment 

1 
i II. Guverning Laws~ 

In effecting this Contract between the Corporation and the Authority~ the relevant 
Laws of Liberia including but not limited to the National Forestry Reform Law and 
regulation governing Chain of Custody will prevail. 

12, Binding Effect 

This Agreement is binding on the parties, their successors--mwOffice as if they were 
physically present at execution of this instrument. 

In witness whereof; we have affixed our signatures on the day and date ftrst mentioned 
above. 

For the Authority 

Approved: ~1l>Jmko 
witness M es D. gheh.~:'qt 

Afanaging Director 

For The People of Thienpo 

i4?31ff&­
pider Benjamin C. Quayeson Benj 

&fJ..rmol T kerl-irYIdi 
Witness 

Approved~!JJdAUrjj < c:tla~ 
Florenu Chenoweth 

Chairnum~FDA Boum ofDirectotS 
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TO: 

FROM: 

, ' , ' 

Subject: 

, ' 

DATE: 

Forestry Development Authority 
P.O. Box 10-3010 
Elise Saliby's Compound 


Kappa House, Congo Town 

Monrovia, Liberia 


MEMORANDUM 

Moses D. Wogbeh, Sm. 
Managing Direetor, 
Forestry Development Authority 

John D. Kantor, Snr. 

::::=: J. n. ~.~ 
GIS &; Relno'" Sensing Ex~M 

AuJlrentkaJion &: Veri/icaJion ofDeeded LandProperliu in 
Soufhca3lern LilH!ria Pertn.in;"g to: Tre"I!o, UpJ1I!I' & IAw.r Roh, 
BoUoh Fol't!StS (Grund Kru Courtly), KarlllWtly # 1 &: 2, Bal1'oOO Forests 
(Maryland COUIIly), Nyeneho, Tuoho, & T_ Forests (River Gee 
County) 

AprilS, 201 0 

Backgroand,, , 

Predicated on a written communication dated February 7, 2010:from the Management of 
Atlantic Resources, Ud., under tire signature of Mr. Augustus Abram, General Manager 
of A.RI.. requesting the Forestry Development Authority to anthenlicate, verify and 

I ' issue Private Use Pe1'mit f!!UPI for seven (l) different community forests in 
Southeastern Liberia. A team of technicians from the FDA. blended with tire Regional 
Staff was mandated by former Managing Director john T. Woods to visit those areas for 
detail ground tmthiog and authentlcation of the area fur Management's t:ea.C1iolL 

In light of this, the Technical Manager of Scientific Researcb &; Development, the 
Manager of Geographic Infurmation Systems & Remote Sensing, and the Regional 
Forester fur Region # 4, accompanied with the Management Officer, Extension 
Community Officer, Concession Prcp"",tion Officer, Contract AdminlstrntiJr, Inspection 
Forester, llIld the Community Engagement .Ranger traveled to the hmd llIlder 
consideration to conduct ajoint gro\U1d tmthing exercise ofthe area. 
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Field Patrol 

During the period March 12-29, 2010, the joini team patrolled a significant portion of the 
area and gathered detail ioformation relating to on going multiple uses of the area, types 
of vegetation and livelihood of commnoity dwellers within tbe parameters of the furests. 
The Technic.1 Mlmager for Scientific Research & Development & the Manager of GIS & 
Remore Sensing handlod all Technical issues relating to the deed loeation, bounderies 
and COInIlIeoeemen1fstarting points. 
On March 13, 2010, various working group. were fanned by FDA staff on how to 
conduct an on the spot authentication and validation process amongst stakeholders and 
land owoer8. County officials were brief by Regional Forester Philip loekolo on the 
objealive, scope and limitation of the exercise. Three (3) thematic worldng groups were 
formed. 
For group #1, handed by Alexander Akai, be made stop in Fish Town, River Gee County 
lam in the afternoon and presented a commnoicatian to the Acting Superintendent Han. 
Pauh Wesseh and explained to him the mi••ion. Superintendent Wesseh whole heartedly 
welcomed the group and told them to proceed to Wobbo District to meet with the District 
statuWry Superintendent; Han. Samuel Bohlen who will assist the team in conducting 
these exercises. 
In K.ooowroken City, the mealiog was held at the City Major's premises with the City 
Major Han. Wilfred G.N. Davis, the StatuWry Superintendent Hon. Samuel Bothen, 
Paramount cbief of Tunbo Chleftlom, Han. Moses Dargbah, and several town cbiefs, 
elders, youth leaders, woman leaders attended these meetings in providing historical facts 
about their forest!! location and deed diagtruns. 
Group # 2 & 3 cooducted similar exercises and were impressed with the warmed 
reception received from alilmown settlements and satellite commnoities living within 
and out of the deeded polygons in Maryland County (Barrobo Distriet, PleebolSodcken 
and Lower KID Coast Districts). 
On Wednesdey March 17, 2010, the team held meetiog with the people of Barroho 
Statutory Distriet in Olobaken City, informing them about Atlantic Resonrce Logging 
CompanyiFMC Area "P" operation that is to start or take place in their areas and 
expressed interest in their commnoity forests. The citizen expressed their cooperation and 
willingness through Superintendent Nathaniel Nagbe to vrork with Atlantic Logging in 
obtaining the commnoity forests. 
In errand KID County, Barelayville City, FDA staffmet with a cross section of the citizen 
inclnding Han. Cletus Segbe Wotorson, Senator Blarnoh Neisen, Reprcseamtive 
Gbenimah Slopadoe, L of District # 1 and Representative George Wesseb Blamob of 
District # 2. They provided valunble services and information to }'DA's GIS & Renmte 
Sensing Laboratory in the authentication and legitimacy of all deeds submitted by the 
County caucus. 
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J 	 Findings 

Following an intensive tour by the three (3) teams we observed and authenticated that: 
J .., .. Indeed the Nyenebofruobo, Karluway # I and #2 deeded land does not overlap 

, '.1
, . 

wilhany nfthe designated land .... proposed by the FDA. 
,r . .. The Trenbo land deed which is located in Grand Kru County shares commOn 

border with Atlantic Resources Ltd.wgging Company bonn<hrry line. 
.. The Upper and wwer noh deeded land ,hares COll!ll1ott border with the 

.J 	 University of Liberia Forest in Grand Kru County and directly falls v.ithin the 
Grand Kru Proposed Protected Area.

; i .. The Bolloh Land deed in Grand Kru County shares common border with the
j ,. Atlantic Resources Ltd. wgging Company and the University of Liberia 

bountiarY lines; also the Bolloh deadod land falls directly within the Grand Kru ·• Proposed Proteeted Area. 
.. 	The Tiebopo land dead in River C,..., County doesn't sb:lre any commoo boandary 

with the University of Liberia furest and the Atlantic Resources wgging 
Company but rather fulls within the desigoated Proposed Protectod Area. 

.. 	Large portion of all the areas .., described in the deeds consists ofprimary fore.sls 
and species except those areas near the Dubo River~ Joda River, Sinoe Creek, 
Munu Creek and the Si Creek consists ofmangrove swamps. 

.. The area is the home of some protected wildlife animals species 

.. Largeportion ofan the areas are suitable for harvesting (commereiallogging) . 

.. Topogmpbically, the entire land JllllSS ofdeeds subntitted to FDA is relatively flat 
with more water ways. 

.. The areas are truly loeated in Southeastern Liberia 

.. Technically, the Metes & Bounds ofall deeds are correct . 

.. Total land area of Tribal Dcod submitted to FDA is 320,428 acres or 129,675 
hectares 

Recommendation. 
.., 

In 	view of the verification and confirmation of these documents by the Forestry 
Development Authority, coupled with our ground truthing (Mareh 12-29), we herein 
recommeod that: 

... 	 That the deed be forwardod to the Ministry of Lands, Mines & Surveys, 
espeeially the Director of Cartography for au1hentiemion. After authenticating 
the dead and fuund legitlrnate, the FDA should porform the below activities: 

, : 
... 	 As per National Forestry RefmID Law (NFRI.) of 2006 provision in chapter 

five section 5.6, we therefore reeommeod tbnt FDA Mansgcment issue a 
Private Use fermit for separate Tribal T,and totaling 320,42R acres 07 

129.675 hedares to the people of Southeastern Liberia in compliance with all 
relevant requirements of !his "",.-non {patucularly =l1on 5.6 c (i,ii,iii) and <l 
(i,ii..ili,iv,V'1vi) respectively. 

II§, 

\ ,, 



- -

.. That a compromise of Tiehnpo, Bolloh, Upper & Lower Jtoh deeded land 
which fulls directly withio the Grand KIu Proposed Protected area be reached 
to avoid problems.J 

TEAM MEMBERS 

1. 	 John D. Kantor, Sm. 
Teehnical Manager, Research & DevelopmentiFDA 

2. 	 Augustine R.M Johooon: 
GIS & Remote Sensing ExpertfFDA 

· i 3. 	 Philip K. loekolo: 
Regional Forester, Region # 4IFDA 

• 	 4. Alexander D. Akoi: · • •. Management Officer, Region # 4IFDA 

5. 	 Soko Koryon: 
Extension Community Officer, Region # 4IFDA 

6. 	 Emmanuel S. Nmm 
Contract Administrator, Harper City, Region # 4IFDA 

7. 	 Willliun Glay 
Inspection Forester, Region # 4IFDA 

8. 	 Fnmeis Togbe 
Coneession Prepat1rtion Officer, Region # 4IFDA 

9. 	 Koffu Wim 
Community Engagement Ranger, Region # 4IFDA 

Below is an attached Investigative Maps ofaU !and deeds submitted to FDA. 
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Kappa House 
Elise Saliby's Compound 

P.O. Box 10-3010 

J Congo Town, Paynesville 

City 


Monrovia, Liberia 
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