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LEITI MSG Review of the Draft 16th EITI Report
	No.
	IA’s Comments
	MSG’s Responses

	1.
	We contacted the MME (for the mining sector), the FDA (for the forestry sector), and the MoA (for the agriculture sector). We invited them to provide us with the production and export data in terms of volume and value. However, these government agencies have communicated no information on the value of production, nor the extractive companies included in the reporting scope.
	A review by the MSG of data submitted to the IA indicates that the MME and the FDA submitted data containing production volumes and values. 

Reference: MME’s email dated June 30, 2025.
Reference: FDA’s email dated May 5, 2025

	2.
	The table and figures below (page 21, table 4) provide an overview of export data from the mining, agricultural, and forestry sectors, as well as the contribution by sector and by commodity to Liberia’s exports during the FY 2023
	The MSG seeks clarification from the IA regarding the source of the data in Table 4 on page 21 of the draft report, as the IA indicated that MACs and extractive companies did not provide production and export data volumes and values.

	3.
	The IA indicated on Page 20 that the total Export value from the extractive sector amounted to 1.09 billion. Meanwhile, on pages 21-22, the total export value added up to 1,352.74 billion.
	The MSG seeks the IA’s clarification on the rightful figure for the total export value.

	4.
	Geblo Logging, Inc., Horizon Logging Limited, and 
West African Forestry Development Inc. (WAFDI) did not submit reporting templates because the FDA said it had closed.
	Geblo submitted reporting templates. MSG agreed that the IA  should DISCLOSE the remaining two companies' LRA receipts in the report.

	5.
	However, the LRA's reporting templates were not certified by the GAC, as agreed by the LEITI MSG.

	The GAC is currently certifying the data submitted by the LRA, and the report will be submitted to the IA. 

	6.
	Only “Kisvan Timber Corporation” and “West Water Group (Liberia) Ltd” have submitted their RTs signed by an authorized officer at the management level. In contrast, the other eleven (11) companies submitted unsigned RTs.
	Contrary to the IA's assertion, the following companies provided their RTs, signed by an authorized officer at the management level.
1. Geblo Logging
2. Golden Veroleum
3. Libinc
4. Cavalla Rubber Corporation
5. Firestone-Liberia
6. Liberia Agriculture Company
7. Western Cluster Liberia
8. Arcelor Mittal Liberia
9. Liberia Tree and Trading Company
10. Euro Logging

	7.
	Only seven (7) extractive companies submitted their audited financial statements as follows :
· Bea Mountain Mining, Inc.
· Western Cluster Limited
· Cavalla Rubber Corporation
· Firestone Liberia, LLC
· Liberian Agricultural Company
· Libinc Oil Palm, Inc
· Euro-Liberia Logging Company

	The following companies did not submit audited financial statements to the IA: 
1. Arcelor Mittal Liberia(AML)
2. Golden Veroleum(GVL)
3. Liberia Tree and Trading Company(LTTC)
4. Geblo Logging
5. West Water Group
6. Horizon Logging
7. West Africa Forest Development Incorporated(WAFDI)
8. China Union 
9. Kisvan Timber Corporation



	8.
	Only “Kisvan Timber Corporation” submitted RTs that were certified by an external auditor.
	Contrary to the IA’s claim, eight companies submitted financial statements signed by external auditors. The eight companies are:
1. Golden Veroleum(GVL)
2. West Water Group
3. Liberian Agricultural Company
4. Libinc Oil Palm, Inc
5. Cavalla Rubber Corporation
6. Firestone Liberia
7. Western Cluster Liberia
8. Euro Logging

	9.
	The last publicly available audited Financial Statements of NOCAL cover the FY 2019/20 and were previously published on the GAC website. However, the audited financial statements for the subsequent fiscal years, from 2020/21 to date, are not publicly available or communicated by NOCAL during the reporting process.
	NOCAL is expected to provide an Internal Audit Agency Report before the end of October 2025. 

	10
	LEITI should ensure the public disclosure of the full texts of the mining licenses (EITI Requirement 2.4.e)
	The LEITI Secretariat has disclosed on its website the full text of agreements/contracts in the mining, forestry, agriculture and oil and gas sectors. 

	11.
	According to the response received from the Liberia Petroleum Regulatory Authority (LPRA), a Reconnaissance License was awarded to Canadian Global Energy (CGE) in September 2023. However, no revenues related to this company were disclosed by LRA or any other government agency for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2023.
The LRA confirmed that the reporting period does not account for any revenues from the oil and gas sector in the Tax Administration System.
	However, the LPRA template submitted indicated that a total of US$552,250 was received for the awarding of a reconnaissance license to Canadian Global Energy in September 2023. 

	12.
	NOCAL disclosed revenues collected in the amount of US$1,000,000.00 during the FY 2023 that relate to NOCAL’s quota from the sale of seismic data by TGS NOPEC and received by NOCAL.
	The MSG agreed that NOCAL should present an expenditure report and a Board resolution for inclusion in the report.  

	13.
	As part of the revenues disclosed by extractive companies during the reconciliation exercise, the mining company, “Arcelor Mittal (Liberia) Holding Limited”, disclosed other payments for a total amount of US$17.5 million. The company submitted payment receipts totalling US$17.5 million deposited into the Consolidated Account under the category “Revenues from unidentified taxes.” According to confirmation from the Liberia Revenue Authority (LRA), this payment is not linked to any specific tax type and, therefore, cannot be classified under an established tax category. The LRA indicated that the transaction may relate to a settlement; however, no particulars were provided in the supporting documentation. The company also did not furnish additional details.
Consequently, the amount of US$17.5 million has been reported under extractive sector revenues as “Revenue from unidentified taxes.”
	The MSG has written the institution to provide clarity. The Secretariat will revert to the IA with responses from the institutions before the close of the business day on next Friday, October 24, 2025. 

	14.
	Similarly, it should be noted that “Arcelor Mittal (Liberia) Holding Limited” and “Bea Mountain Mining Inc.” reported additional payments categorized as “other contributions” amounting to US$599,376 and US$1,835,493, respectively. Despite repeated follow-up with the companies, no further clarification was provided regarding these amounts, including the specific revenue stream, the nature of the payments, or the government entity that received them. Moreover, these payments were not reported by any government agency as part of extractive sector revenues for FY2023. In the absence of corroborating information, it was not possible to determine whether the payments originated from extractive sector activities or to establish their purpose and classification. As such, they have not been reflected in the government’s extractive sector revenue reporting for FY2023.
	The MSG has written the institution to provide clarity. The Secretariat will revert to the IA with responses from the institutions before the close of the business day on next Friday, October 24, 2025. 

	15.
	Under recommendation 8.2
The IA review was performed in August 2025 at the MME premises. However, the team could not review the related documentation due to the following reasons:
-	The Head of the Cadastre confirmed that the exploration license was initiated from the Executive Mansion, and the MME only received the concession granted by the Executive.
-	The focal point at the MME confirmed that the Ministry has no record of the prospecting and reconnaissance licenses selected for review and that no such entities existed in their database.
Therefore, we were unable to assess compliance with the established procedures for awarding licenses in the mining sector during the reporting period.

	MME provided the requested information. 

	16.
	Although the full text of active Mineral Development Agreements (MDAs), as well as forestry and agriculture concessions, is publicly available on the LEITI website and LEITI Warehouse Database, mining licenses remain unavailable. In 2022, the LEITI MSG issued a decision mandating that forestry, oil and gas, and agricultural concessions, in addition to MDAs and Class A and B mining licenses, be published on the LEITI website. Despite this decision, the full text of mining licenses has not yet been made publicly accessible.
	Contrary to this assertion, mining licenses are published on the LEITI website.


	17.
	The IA only discussed anti-corruption framework in Liberia
	However, the IA requested, in line with the new EITI Standard, anti-corruption policies that set out how companies manage corruption risks, including the use of BO data. A review of documents submitted shows that the IA requested and Western Cluster submitted their gift policy, their anti-trust guidance note, their code of business conduct and ethics, and the UK Bribery Act of 2010. Also, Arcelor Mittal submitted the company’s procedure for anti-corruption. LEITI MSG also discussed issues relating to anti-corruption as reflected in its MSG meeting minutes. Additionally, the Liberia Agriculture Company submitted its Code of Conduct. Libinc also provided its Group Anti-Corruption Policy.

	18.
	As agreed by the MSG, extractive companies were required to provide their latest information about ESG matters. Out of 16 in-scope extractive companies, only “WESTERN CLUSTER LIMITED” submitted its ESG report.
	Contrary to that, the IA requested and Arcelor Mittal submitted their Environmental Monitoring Report for the fourth quarter of 2023.



