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THIS COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT is madc ANd ENICTCd iNtO

this I ?H''tay of January AD 2018, by and between the Government of Liberia, acting

through the Forestry Development Authority, here in after referred to as the FDA, represented

by iti Managing Director Hon. Darlington S. Tuagben, and the People of MARBLEE &
KARBLEE Community Forest located in Districts #1 and #2, Grand Bassa County,

represented by their Community Forest Management Body by and .thru- it1-9q1f
Oiflcer Alc,-,r!,r*rfr A,^,c,f an for the Management of MARBLEE & KARBLEE
COMMUNITY FOREST; herebY

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is the government agency with legal

jurisdiction over forestry matters, and the lead agency for community forestry in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the People of MARBLEE & KARBLEE Cornmunity Forest, in accordance with

the Community Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (CRL) and the Amended

Regulation to the Community Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (Amended CRL

Regulation), applied to the FDA for Authorized Forest Community status, to enable them

manage and/or utilize their Community Forest resources;

WHEREAS, the FDA, in accordance with its statutorily established authority to grant

Authorized Forest Community status, and issue and sign Community Forest Management

Agreement (CFMA), has verif'red that MARBLEE & KARBLEE has satisfied all technical

and legal requirements to be granted Authorized Community Forest status;

WHEREAS, the MARBLEE & KARBLEE Community Forest Management Body (CFMB)

represents the Authorized Forest Community in all matters related to community forestry

,.rourr.r, and has been granted the legal authority by the People of MARBLEE & KARBLEE

to enter into this CFMA, as established by Section a.2 @) of the CRL;

WHEREAS, the People of MARBLEE & KARBLEE, represented by MARBLEE &
KARBLEE CFMB, and the FDA are willing to be bound by the terms set out in this CFMA;

Now, THEREFORE, the FDA and the MARBLEE & KARBLEE CFMB agree as follows:

ARTICLF. 1: PURPOSE.

SECTION 1.1

The MARBLEE & KARBLEE CFMB and the FDA enter into this Community Forestry

Management Agreement in order to:

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities of the MARBLEE & KARBLEE Authorized

Forest Community to own, use and sustainably manage its forest resources, and to

promote biodiversity for the direct benefit of the community, ecosystems, the nation, and

the environment, as established in the CRL and Amended CRL Regulation;

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the FDA, as the agency with regulatory

authority over community forestry programs, as established in the CRL and its Amended

CRL Regulation;

(c) Pursue activities that will contribute to the improvement of the livelihoods of the

members of the MARBLEE & KARBLEE Authorized Forest Community, through

the management and use of forest resources, which may include informed conservation
nrqnrineq qnA/nr crrcfainqhle harvestino nf fimher and non-timber forest oroducts (NTFPs)
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1e) Work in close collaboration uith national and international organizations to promote and
strengthen community forestry, by building the capacity of the MARBLEE &
KARBLEE Authorized Forest Community.

SECTION 1.2

The implementation of this CFMA shall be guided by the following principles

(a) Community forest resources shall be used for the benefit of members of the Authorized
Forest Community, and may include the pursuance of conservation and/or sustainable
harvesting of timber and NTFPs for commercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Authorized Forest Community from altering how it chooses to manage its
forest resources, but all legal requirements must first be rnet before any such change is
implemented;

(b) Community Forest resources shall be uranaged and used in a way that rneets the needs of
the present communitv nrernbers rvithout oompromising the ability of future generations
to meet their ou'n needs:

(c) A11 mettrbers and groups in the Authorized Forest Cornrnunity, inespective of age,
gender. religion or ethnicity. shall be able to parlicipate in the mallagement and use of
Communitv Forest resources;

(d) A11 decisrons and actions relating to the management of Cornmunity Forest resources
shall be erplairted and carried out with opemess, and in a way that all rnembers of the
.{uthorized Forest Community will understand;

(e) .{n} decision. actir,ity or agreement affecting the status or use of Comrnunity Forest
resources shall trot proceed without the flree, prior and infbrrned consent of the
Authorized Forest Community;

(1) The rights of members of the Authorized F'orest Community to the pursuance of activities
necessarv tbr subsistence, medicinal and cultural pulposes, and to vital ecosystem
services more generalh,, shall not be permanently alienated.

o ARTICLE 2: TECHNNICAL DESCRII,TI-Q-N OF COMMUNIT'Y FOREST LANDS

The MARBLEE & KARBLEE Cornmunitv Forest boundaries are as follows:

MARBLEE & KARBLEE Communityforest lies within Latitude (381610 - 707539) North of
the equator and longitude (381650- 689203) west or the Greenwich Meridian and is located in
Districts I &2, Grand Bassa county.

Commencing at a point (382692 - 70399{t); a line runs N15oE for 2, 092 meters to a point
(383322-705869) ontheKleeniecreek; thencealinerunsNl loEfor l,44Srneterstoapoint
(383596 - 107105); thence a line runs 56loE for 5,955 meters to a point (388745-70a37);
thence a line runs S50'E for 1,127 Meters to apoint (389543 - 703759); thence a line runs S25oE
fbr 4,989 meters to a point (391548 - 699457); thence a line runs S35oE for 4,506 meters to a
point (394146-695002); thence a line runs Sl3oE for 3,862 rneters to a point (394988- 692232);
tlrence a line runs S46oW for 3,541 meters to a point (392478- 869197); thence a line runs
N77"W lbr 3,058 meters to a point (389503 - 690488); thence a line runs N62oW for 2,092
meters to a point (387686 - 691391); thence a line runs N5oW for 5,159 meters to a point
(387177- 696384); thence a line runs N66oE for 2,092 meters to a point (389046-691233);
thence a line runs S86'W for 2,736 meters to a point (386387- 697027); thence a line runs
S82"W for 483 meters to a point (385906- 696957); thence a line runs N4loW for 1,931 meters
to a point (384753-698372); thence a line runs N66oW for 805 meters to a point (384044-
698680): thence a line nrns Nf 6oW for 41R4 rneferq to a noint f1 Rl56R -70?O?6\' thenne r lire
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ffiirs:8 Ifue point of cofilrneficement, embracing atatal of 11,088 hectares t27,399 acres and
ro tioRE.

ARf,ICLE,3: GENERAL RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS

SECTION 3.I
In keeping u'itlt its statutory responsibility to regulate, protect, manage and develop fbrest
resources. so as to sustain and optimize the potential yield of their economic, social and
environmental benefits. the FDA shall:

(a) Directlr' support the N{ARRLIIE & KARBI,EE Authorized Forest Communitl,take
stock of and document fbrest resources within the area of lbrest resources designated as a
Comtnunin Forest. to include. w,here appropriate, an invetltory of all merchantable
timber and conirnerciallr viable NTFPs, as well as locally resident protected anu

endangered sFecies and their habitat;

(b) Commutricate t0 the CF\18 rninimum standards for the development, revien a::
approval ol Conu:rur.ril.. Forest \lanagement Plans, to be reviewed every five (5) \'ears:

(c) Provide guidanre tc the CF\18 on zoning the Comrnunity Forest, as well as the limits oi
the scope al.l s;rle oi;crselvation and/or commercial exploitation within these zones.
based upon th: J:t: c:11e:t:J al.,out the forest resources within the Community Forest:

(d) Suggest amendments and/or altematives, in pursuance of the same stated goals of the
Authorized Forest Community', if it is determined that the Community Forest would not
be able to sustain an actiyiR' proposed in the Community Forest Management Flan
(cFMP);
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SECTION 3.2

The MARBLEE & KARBLEE CFMB shall:

(a) Ensure that Community Forest resources are managed in an environmentally sustainable

manner, and maintain the forest as an ecosystem;

(b) With the involvement of community members, and the approval of the Executive

Committee of the Community Assembly, prepare and implement community forestry

rules/guidelines;

(c) With the involvement of community members, and under the guidance of the Executive

Committee of the Community Assembly, develop CFMPs;

(d) Operate in accordance with the terms and conditions of this CFMA, community forestry

rules/guidelines, the CFMP, and all other relevant legislation and regulations;

(e) With the guidance of the FDA, oversee and monitor implementation of the CFMP to

ensure compliance with all relevant legal and technical requirements;

(f) Conduct au,areness raising activities in order to inform all Authorized Forest Community
members about the conrrnunity fbrestry progl'aln;

(g) Represent the comrnunity in ail matters related to commulrity forestry in negotiations

u,ith the FDA. and *,ith third-parlies who have interests in cotrservation or harvesting

tulber and or \TFPs fbr contmercial purposes; and

(h) \\'hen rnade ar.r'are of any' forestry off'ences within the Community Forest, immediately

infonn the nearest FDA Oflice and, if possible, halt any ongoing illegal activities.

ARTICLE 4: COMPLIANCE WITH COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMEM
AGREEMENT AND COMMI]NITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN

o

SECTION 4.1

All activities of the MARBLEE & KARBLEE Community Forest shall conform to both the

CFMA and CFMP.

SBCTION 4.3

Individual mernbers of the Forest Cornrnunity who violate the tertns of this CFMA and/or CFN4P

may be tined by the CFMB and/or refemed to the appropriate authoritv tbr criminai prosecutitltl.
Qonfinrr 1 Q nf fhp Amended f'I2T I?eorlqtinrr

SECTION 4.2

If it is determined that members of the MARBLEE & KARBLEE Forest Community have

failed or are failing to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, the FDA shall immediately provide

written notice to the MARBLEE & KARBLEE Forest Community, through the CFMB, of
the violation, together with instructions as to how the violation may be remedied. Any such

written notice shall include warning of the sanctions that may be applied in the absence of
remedial action being taken by the MARBLEE & KARBLEE Forest Community.
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SECTIO\ 1.5

All such sanctions shall be consistent with the due process of law, as enshrined in the
Constitution and statutes of Liberia. In keeping with Section 1.9 of the Amended CRL
Regulation, a persoR or community subjected to sanctions may challenge the decision of the
FDA or CFMB in a court of competent jurisdiction.

ART ICLE 5: ALTEMTION o_F' TI{E COMMUNIT'Y FORE_ST NIANAGEMENT pLAN

SECTION 5.1

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest rgsources are managed.
The Authorized Forest Community's decision as to how it manages its forest resources is
represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable
framework.

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Community has the right to alter its CFMP. However, all such alterations
shall be made using the procedures here established, and in conformity with all other established
legal and technical requirements.

SECTIOII5.3

If the Authorized Forest C-'omrnunity decides to substantively alter the previously approved
CFI\4P. a ne\\' pian shall be subrnitted to, and approved by, the F'DA. A substantive alteration
includes. but is not limited to:

(a) Chan,oes to tlte way an area of forest resources within the Community Forest, which has
alreadv been zoned under the CF'MP, is to be used;

(b) Changes to the size of a zoned area of fbrest resources within the Community Forest;

(c) Any expansion of commercial or agricultural activities, not already envisaged under the
CFMP;

(d) Any expansion of conservation activities where it unduly restricts members of the
Authorized Forest Community from using their forest resourges in pursuance of
sustainable livelihoods.

SECTION 5.4

The following procedure shall be followed when amending the cFMp:

(a) The Community Assembly shall vote on whether or not it wants to consider amending the
CFMP. A simple majority vote of the Community Assembly shall be required to initiate
the process;

(b) Following an affirmative vote, members of the Community Assembly shall thoroughly
discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the proposed amendment/s, with their
respective constituents;

o
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ARTICLE 6: RIGTITS AND OBLIGA.TIONS OT"THE CFMB AND FDA WITII
REGARD TO C9M]WERCIAL HARVESTING OF TIMBER AND ry9N-TIMBER

FORE-ST PRPDUCTS

SECTION 6.1

As an Authorized Forest Community, the MARBLEE & KARBLEE Community Forest has

the right to engage in the harvesting of timber and/or non-timber forest products (NTFPs) for
commercial purposes, under regulations and guidelines issued by the FDA.

SECTION 6.2

Before any commercial harvesting can take place, the Authorized Forest Community must have

met all preliminary requirements, as per the CRL and all other relevant laws atrd regulations.
This requires that the community has organized its Community Assembly (Section 6.a@) of the

CRt-), the Community Assembly has appointed the Community Forest Management Body
(Section 6.4(b) of the CRf), the Community Forest Management Body has developed a

Community Forest Management Plan that includes the envisaged commercial activities (Section
6.a(c) of the CRL); the Community Forest Management Plan has been approved by the
Executive Committee, the Community Assembly and the FDA (Section 6.4 (d) of the CRL); and
the Community Forest Management Plan is being implemented (Section 6.a(e)) of the CRL.

SECTION 6.3

In keeping with the 2006 National Forestry Reforrn Law Q.{FRL), the Ten Core Regulations and

all other relevant laws and regulations governing Liberia's fbrest sector, no commercial
harvesting of timber and NTFPs shall occur in a Community Forest without the Authorized
Forest Community having first met the following requirements:

(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFPs must have been independently
confirmed by the FDA, in keeping with its statutory responsibility to ensure that areas of
forest resources are suitable for the planned commercial harvesting, as per Section 4.5 of
the NFRL, and Section 2.2 (d and Chapter 5 of the CRL; and

(b) The Authorized Forest Community must have conducted an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA), as per Section 24 (2) and Section 4l of Regulation 105-07.

SECTION 6.4

Once the FDA has verified that all technical and legal requirements for the harvesting of timber
and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes have been met, it shall issue a written notice to proceed

to the Authorized Forest Community, through the CFMB. Only once the Authorized Forest

Community has received written notice to proceed from the FDA shall the harvesting of timber
and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes be permitted.
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SECTION 6.5

In keeping with Seotion 13.5 of the NFRL, and Sections 1 through 35 of FDA Regulation l0g-
07. the Chain of Custody System shall apply to the harvesting of tirnber for commer.iul p,r,por.,
b,v the Authorized Forest Cornrnunity.

SOCTION 6.6

As established by Section 11.6 of the Amended CRL Regulation,Authorized Forest Communities
that harvest timber products for commercial purposes shall pay stumpage fees in accordance with
Regulation 107-07.

SECTION 6.7

Authorized Forest Comlnunities shal1 pay ail relevant forest pr6duct f-ees, as establishetl in
Regulation 107-07, as r,ve11 as ali taxes and/or f'ees for the harvesting of NT'FPs for commercial
purposes> as detertnined b1'the Liberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the FDA.

SECTION 6.8

The FDA shall rnonitor the harvesting of timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes to
ensure that all environrnental standards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of Flarvesting
Practices is adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, as esrablished
in Article 4 of this CFMA, the FDA may impose penalties on Authorized Forest Cornnrunirr
members under Section 20 of the NFRI, and Section 56 of the Envirorunental Protection.{sencv
Act.

ARTICLE 7: RIGHTS AND OBLIGilLONS O-F TTIE CFMB AND FDA WITH
REGARD T-O COMMERCIAL ARRANqEMENTS WITH THIT{D-PARTIES

SECTION 7.1

The CFMB, as the representative of the Authorized Forest Community in commercial matters,
may negotiate commercial agreements with third-parties, in conformity with existing legal and
technical standards.

SECTION 7.2

Befbre a colnlnercial agreernent between an Authorized Forest Cornrnunity and a third-par1r, can
be signed, the FDA shall first review and approve it, as per Section 10.5 of the Arnended CRL
Regulation.

o
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SECTION 7.4

The FDA shall review, detetmine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreement

and, if appropriate, piovide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amended

within fifteen (15) working days of the commercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA fails

to review, officially upproi" urd, if appropriate, provide advice on how the proposed commercial

agreement needs to bl-amended within fifteen (i5) working days of submission, the community

niay either provide the FDA with more time to complete the review of the proposed commercial

agrlement, or it may consider the requirement for leview and approval of the proposed

commercial agreement satisfied.

SECTION 8.1

This CFMA shall take efTect upon signing by the CFMB and the FDA and shall be valid for a

period of not more than l5 years. On" y"aiprior to the expiration of this CFMA, the CFMB shall

submit a written request to the FDA to renew the CFMA for an additional fifteen (15) year term'

The CFMA can be renewed as many times as the Authorized Forest Community would like'

SECTION 8.2

Approval to a request to renew the cFMA shall be granted only once the FpA has verified that

the Authorized Forest community is in compliance with all legal and technical requirements'

Where the FDA determines that the Authorized Forest Community is not in compliance, it shall

inform the Authorized Forest Community in writing of the reasons. Only once the Authorized

Forest community has addressed these issues shall the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA'

SE,CTION 8.3

The FDA shall approve the request for renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration

date of the CFMA. If the FDA does not provide a response to the request to renew the CFMA at

least 60 days prior to its expiration date, the CFMA it utt b" renewed automatically for another

fifteen (15) year Period.

SECTION 8.4

The CFMA may be terminated prior to the expiration date based on one or more conditions as

follows:

(a) Written agreement between the CFMB, at least two-thirds of the Community Assembly

members, and the FDA;

(b) The Government of Liberia decides to exercise its power of eminent domain over a

community forest, or a part thereof. Where the Government of Liberia makes such a

decision, it shali compty with tire constitutionally established procedure for the

expropriation of private property, which, at a minimum, shall require that reasons for the

expropriatio, ur. giveni that tirere is prompt payment of just compensation; that the

community is able to challenge the GovLmminf s decision to expropriate the community

{'^-^-+ nr narr rho,onf nr fhe enmnenqation offered: and that when the Government ceases

ARTICLE 8: EFFECTIVITY. LE,NGTI{. RENEWAL AND TEIUVIINATION
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Disprites betrveen the Authorized Forest Community and the FDA tlver this CFMA' which

.annot be resoh,ed, shall be nrediated by a qualified inilividual agreeable to both parties' Both

parties have the right to retain legal cotutsel throughout this process'

SECTION 9.2

Where mediation tails to resolve the clispute, the pafiies shall subrnit to arbitration' ttnder the

procedures established in the Arbitration'Laws of i.iberia. as found in Chapter 64 of the Civil

Procedure t.aw. Both parties have the riglrt to retaiu legal counsel throughout this process'

SECTION 9.3

Altematively, the Ar-rthorized Forest cottlrtruuiil' or FDA may forego arbitration in favor of

review by a court of ct'rlnpetent.jurisdictron'

IN WITNESS \\'L]EREOF. WE FIAVE HEREI}JTO AFFIXED OUI{ SIGNATURES ON

THE DAY AND D.\TE FIRSI' MENTIONED ABOVE

For: The Forestr'1 Developtnent Authority

By
Darlington , Tuagben

Managing Director

Forestry DeveloPment AuthoritY

o
FOT: ThC MARBLEH & KARBLEE AI]THORiZED FORL'ST COMMIJNITY

,. ,,'.\r

fn,
7##l''
'!r*1;t\l By:

WITNESS chi tcer
MARBLEE & KARBLEE CFMB

Approved: lf'* rs.r -/F
Chairperson, Board of Directors

Forestry DeveloPment AuthoritY


