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THIS COMMUNITY FORB
this t)-3 -cl day of November

S1'MA,NAGEMENT AGiiEIlh{tll\T is macie and entered in
.{l) l(.)17. by ancl bertweeir tl'ic fJor crnrnent of f,iberia.

throLrgh the Forestry Development Authority, irereinaflrr ref.errecl to as the IrDA, l"epres
by its N4anaging Director iJor. l)arlington S. 'l'rragben , iir,cl the pe()pie of GHEEGBARN #
Community Forest located
Management Body by and

WHEREAS, the GHEEGBARN # l Community
the Authorized Forest Comrnunity in all matters rei
been granted the legal authority by the People of G
established by Section a.2 @) of the CRL;

in Ciranci Ilassa CoLutty , ref)r',..)sel)teci r,v tlteir.
tlrru i ts Chi ef O ft r cerl],1;.1t5:r, _1, iflt,.CrUs,

Community Fo
frtr tlie

of GHEEGBARN #1, COMMUNITY FOITEST; herebv

WIJNESSETH

WFItr,RIiAS. the Forestrv f)eveloprnent r\r-rthoritl,(FDAt rs [he g()\/ernmer-]t ageuc)/ r,r,ith le

.ir-irisdictiorl ovcr fbrestrl'nlatters, arrcJ the leacl agencl'1'oL r.'onlnrunitr lbrestry in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the People of GHEEGBARN #1, in accorclance with the Community Rights
of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (CRL) and the Anrended Regulation to the Comm
Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (An-renclecl CRL Regulation), applied t
FDA for Authorizeil Forest Courmunil)' status. to ena[rl: ihen't inanage ancl/or utilize the
C'ontmunityr Forest resources ;

WtIEREAS. tl're IrDA" in acoordance with its staturolily estrrblishecl authority to grant
ALrthorized Forest Commuuity status, and issue and sirln Comrlunity Forest Managenrent
Agreement (CFMA). htrs verifiecl that GI{tiEGBARN #i, h'-is satrshc.cl all technical and legal
recluirernents 1o be granted Authorizecl (-lornntunit), Forest slulus.

Irorest :\'iarraseulrrt Ilocly (CIrlvlll) repre s(lr1s

ated to col.nurLlnii,\ lirlestt'1 tesource s. arrcl itas

HEIIGDAITN #1. to enter into this CFMA. as

WHEREAS, the People of GHEEGBARN #1, representccl by GHEEGBARN #1, CF-MB, and
the FDA are willing to be bound by the terms set olrt in this CFlvk\;

Now" THEREFORE, the FDA and the GHEEGBARN #i, CFMB rgree as fbllows

ARTICLE 1: PURPOSE

SEC'TION 1.1

The GHEEGBARN #1, CFMB ar-rd the FDA enter into this Comn,unity Forestry Managenrent
Agreement in order to:

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities o1'the (;ltllllcII,\RN #1, Authorized Irorest
Community to own, use and sustainably managc its folesL resources. and to promote
biocliversity for the clirect berrefit of the comrnrrnitr,. sgs5vstenrs. the nation. and the

environnrent, as established in the CRL and Amenrlcd Cl{I, Iiegrrlatiot't;

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the lrl)z\. as lhe agency rvith regulatory
aLrthority ovel conlmunity lbrestry progranrs. as estrrblisirecl in the CII{l- and its Amended

CRL Regulation;
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(c) Pr-rrsue activities that rvill cor-itribLrte to thc: iniilor cnren, crt' tLre lir elihooc'ls o1' tite



(e) Work in close collaboration with national and internationai organizations to promote and
strengthen comnrunity lbrestly. by builcling the capacity oi' the GHIIEGBARN #1,
Authorized Forest Cornmuni tv.

SECTION I.2

The implementation of this CFN4A shall be guicled by the loliowing principles:

L

(a) Community forest resollrces shall be used for the benefit of members of the Authorized
Forest Community, and may include the pursuance of conseruation and/or sustainable
harvesting of timber and NTFPs for comrnercial pulposes, Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Authorized Forest Community from altering how it choo-ses to manage its
forest resources, but all legal requirements must first be met before any such change is
implemented;

(b) Community Forest resources shall be managed and used in a way that meets the needs of
the present community members without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs;

(c) All members and groups in the Authorized Forest Community, irrespective of age,
gender, religion or ethnicity, shall be able to participate in the management and use of
Community Forest resources;

(d) All decisions and actions relating to the management of Community Forest resources
shall be explained and carried out with openness, and in a way that all members of the
Authorized Forest Community will understand;

(e) Any decision, activity or agreement affecting the status or use of Community Forest
resources shall not proceed without the free, prior and informed consent of the
Authorized Forest Community;

(f) The rights of members of the Authorized Forest Community to the pursuance of activities
necessary for subsistence, medicinal and cultural purposes, and to vital ecosystem
services more generally, shall not be permanently alienated.

CLE 2: ON OF COMMUNITY F LAND

The GHEEGBARN #1, Community Forest boundaries are as follows

GHEEGBARN # lCommunity Forest Metes and Bounds

Gheegbarn #1 Community Forest / Gheegbarn #1 lies within Latitude 404112 723149 North of
the Equator and Longitude 4041 12 704122'West of the Greenwich Meridian and is located in
District # 2, Grand Bassa County, Liberia/West Africa.

Commencingatapoint (413882704915) on the St. John River; thence aline runsN 87'W for
108 meters to a point (413783 704913); thence a line runs S 5l'W for 322 meters to a point
(413532 704704); thence a line runs N 80' W for 5,955 meters to a point (407706 705787);
thence a line runs N 47o W for 2,575 meters to a point (405834 707552); thence a line runs N33o
W for 644 meters to a point (405487 708063); thence a line runs N 30' W for 1,770 meters to a
point (404611 709623); thence a line runs N 7o W for 2,092 meters to apoint (404866711667);
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,n.r.. a line runs N 5 I o E for l,l2Tmeters to a point (4057 53 712345);thence a line runs N 28o

E for 483 meters to a point (4059S5 712765); thence a line runs N 70" E for 1'127 meters to a
poinr (406930 7i3055); thence a line runs N 37" E for 7,242 meters to a point (411268 718754);

ihence a line runs S 53" E for 2,414 meters to a point (413219 717307); thence a line runs S 41o

E for 3,379 meters to a point (4t5443 714761); thence a line runs N 30o E for 6,115 meters to a

point (418512 719972); thence a line runs N 69o E for 7,886 tneters to a point (425831 722775);

ihenr. a line runs S 49" E for 4,988 meters to point (429629 719503) on the Zor Creek; thence a

line runs Southward along said Creek for 14,048 meters to the confluence of the St' John River;

thence a line runs Southward along said River for 75,621meters to the point of commencement,

embracing a total of 26,363 hectares I 65,146 acres and NO MORE,

AND G

SECTION 3.1

In keeping with its statutory responsibility to regulate, protect, manage and develop forest

tesources, so as to sustain and optimize the polential yi"ta of their economic' social and

environmental benefits, the FDA shall

(a) Directly support the GHEEGBARN #1' Authorized forest Cornmunity take stock of

and document forest resources wrthin the area of forest resoulces designated as a

Community Forest, to include, where appropriate, an inventory of all merchantable

timber and commercially viable NTFPs,'as well as locally resident protected and

endangered species and their habitat;
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be able to sustain an activity proposed in tire Conrnrunity Forest Management plan
(cFMP);

(e) Assist in building the capacity of members of the Authorized Forest Community to
sustainably manage their forest resources, including by securing financial and technical
assistance;

(f) Monitor and evaluate the CFMP in order to ensure that all legal and technical standards
are satisfied; and

(g) Facilitate the resolution of conflicts upon request by the Authorized Forest Community.

SECTION 3.2

The GHEEGBARN #1, CFMB shall

(a) Ensure that Community Forest resources are managed in an environmentally sustainable
manner, and maintain the forest as an ecosystem;

(b) With the involvement of community members, and the approval of the Executive
Committee of the Community Assembly, prepare and implement community forestry
rules/guidelines;

(c) With the involvement of community members, and under the guidance of the Executive
Committee of the Community Assembly, develop CFMPs;

(d) Operate in accordance with the terrns and conditions of this CFMA, community forestry
rules/guidelines, the CFMP, and all other relevant legislation and regulations;

(e) With the guidance of the FDA, oversee and monitor implementation of the CFMP to
ensure compliance with all relevant legal and technical requirements;

(f) Conduct awareness raising activities,in order to inform all Authorized Forest Community
members about the community forestry progl'am;

(g) Represent the community in all matters related to community forestry in negotiations
with the FDA, and with third-parties who have interests in conseryation or harvesting
timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes; and

(h) When made aware of any forestry oft'ences within the Community Forest, immediately
inform the nearest FDA Offrce and, if possible, halt any ongoing illegal activities.

ARTICLE 4z COMPLIANCE WITH COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT
A G RE E M E N T A N p C O M M u N I ry_F O RlqS T RX lvr A_rJ A G E M E N T P LIN

SECTION 4.1

All activities of the GHEEGBARN #1, Community Forest shall conform to both the CFMA and
CFMP.
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SECTION 4.3

Individual members of the Forest Community who violate the terms of this CFMA and/or CFMp
may be fined by the CFMB and/or refened to the appropriate authority for criminal prosecution,
as per Section 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

SECTION 4.4

Individual members of the GHEEGBARN #1, Forest Community who violate the Amended
CRL Regulation may also be subject to sanctions by the FDA and the criminal justice system, as
per Section 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

SECTION 4.5

All such sanctions shall be consistent with the due process of law, as enshrined in the
Constitution and statutes of Liberia. In keeping with Section 1.9 of the Amended CRL
Regulation, a person or community sub.iected to sanctions may challenge the decision of the
FDA or CFMB in a court of competent.jurisdiction.

oNo

SECTION 5.I

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest resources are managed.
The Authorized Forest Community's decision a$ to how it manages its forest resources is
represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable
framework.

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Community has the right to alter its CFMP. I{owever, all such alterations
shall be made using the procedures here established, and in conformity with all other established
legal and technical requirements.

SECT'ION 5.3

If the Authorized Forest Community decides to substantively alter the previously approved
CFMP, a new plan shall be submitted to, and approved by, the FDA. A substantive alteration
includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Changes to the way an area of forest resources within the Community Forest, which has
already been zoned under the CFMP;.is to be used;

(b) Changes to the size of a zoned area of forest resources within the Comnurnitl, p"61"r1,

(c) Auy expansiou of cornmelcial or agricultural activities, r-rot already envisaged under the
CFMP;

E
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SECTION 5.4

The following procedure shall be followed when amending the cFMp:

(a) The Community Assembly shall vote on whether or not it wants to consider amending the
CFMP. A simple majority vote of the Community Assembly shall be required to ini-tiate
the process;

(b) Following an affirmative vote, members of the Community Assembly shall thoroughly
discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the proposed amendment/s, with ireir
respective constituents;

(c) The CFMB shall provide written notice to all towns and villages within the Authorized
Forest Community about the proposed amendment/s, at least thirty (30) days prior to the
Community Assembly meeting at which the final vote on amending the CFMp is to be
taken;

(d) At the Community Assembly meeting the members shall vote to accept or reject the
proposed amendment to the CFMP. A two-thirds (213) majority vote of the Community
Assembly is required before the CFMp can be amended;

(e) Following an affirmative vote, the CFMB shall provide the FDA with written notice of its
decision to amend the CFMP, after which the two parties shall work together to develop a
new CFMP; and

(f) Once the FDA verifies that the amended CFMP meets all legal and technical
requirements, it shall approve the new CFMP.

TICLE OBL THE CIiMB
REGARD TO COMMERCIAL HARVE STING OF TIMBER ANI) NON-TIMBER
FOREST PRODUCTS

SECTION 6.I

As an Authorized Forest Community, the GHEEGBARN #1, Community Forest has the right to
engage in the harvesting of timber and,lor non-timber forest products (NTFPs) for commercial
pulposes, under regulations and guidelines issued by the FDA.

SECTION 6.2

Before any commercial harvesting can take place, the Authorized Forest Community must have
met all preliminary requirements, as per the CRL and all other relevant laws and regulations.
This requires that the community has organized its Community Assembly (Section 6.4(a) of the
CRf); the Community Assembly has appointed the Community Forest Management Body
(Section 6.4(b) of the CRL); the Community Forest Management Body has developed a

Community Forest Management Plan that includes the envisaged commercial activities (Section
6.a(c) of the CRL); the Community Forest Management Plan has been approved by the
Executive Committee, the Community Assembly and the FDA (Section 6.4 (d) of the CRL); and
the Community Forest Management Plan is being implemented (Section 6.a(e)) of the CRL.
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(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFPs must have been independently
confirmed by the FDA, in keeping with its statutory responsibility to ensure that areas of
forest resources are suitable for the planned commercial harvesting, as per Section 4.5 of
the NFRL, and Section 2.2 (il and Chapter 5 of the CRL; and

(b) The Authorized Forest Community must have conducted an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA), as per Section 24 (2) and Section 41 of Regulation 105-07.

SECTION 5.4

Once the FDA has verified that all technical and legal requirements for the harvesting of timber
andlor NTFPs for commercial purposes have been met, it shall issue a writtpn noticelo proceed
to the Authorized Forest Community, through the CFMB. Only once the Authorized- Forest
Community has received written notice to proceed from the FDA shall the harvesting of timber
and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes be permitted.

SECTION 6.5

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the NFRL, and Sections I through 35 of FDA Regulation 108-
07 , the Chain of Custody System shall apply to the harvesting of timber for commercial purposes
by the Authorized Forest Community.

SBCTION 6.6

As established by Section 1 1.6 of the Amendecl CRL Regulation, Authorized Forest
Communities that harvest timber products for commercial purposes shall pay stumpage fees in
accordance with Regulation 1 07-07.

SECTION 6.7

Authorized Forest Communities shall pay all relevant forest product fees, as established in
Regulation l0l-07, as well as all taxes and/or fees for the harvesting of NTFPs for commercial
purposes, as determined by the Liberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the FDA.

SECTION 6.8

The FDA shall monitor the harvesting of timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes to
ensure that all environmental standards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of Harvesting
Practices is adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, as established
in Article 4 of this CFMA, the FDA may impose penalties on Authorized Forest Community
members under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental Protection Agency
Act.



SECTION 7.2

Before a commercial agreement between an Authorized Forest Community and a third-party can

be signed, the FDA shill first review and approve it, as per Section 10.5 of the Amended CRL

Regulation.

SECTION 7.3

SECTION 8.2

If, following review, the FDA determines that the proposed commercial agreement does not

conform to best industry practices, or does not offer fair market price for the community's forest

resources, the FDA shall-advise the community on how the commercial agreement needs to be

amended before it can be approved. The Community Forest Management Body and Executive

Committee of the Communiiy Assembly shall hear the advice of the FDA, and attest that they

have received and understood the advice provided.

SECTION 8.7

This GFMA shall take effect upon signing by the cFMB and the FDA and shall be valid for a

period of not more than 15 years. On.y*iptior to the-expiration of this CFMA' the CFMB shall

submit a written request to ihe FDA to ..r.* the cFMA iot an additional fifteen (15) year term'

The CFMA can be renewed as many times as the Authorized Forest Community would like'

SECTION 7.4

The FDA shall review, detetmine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreement

and, if appropriate, piovide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amended

within fifteen (15) wfrking days of the comrnercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA fails

to review, officially upproi. und, if appropriate, provide advice on how the proposed commercial

agreement needs to bl'amended within fifteen (i5) working days of submission, the community

niay either provide the FDA with more time to complete the review of the proposed commercial

agreement, or it may consider the requirement for review and approval of the proposed

commercial agreement satisfi ed'

Approval to a request to renew the cFMA shall be granted only once the FDA has verified that

the Authorized Forest community is in compliancJ with all regal and technical requirements'

Where the FDA determines that the Authorized Forest Community is not in compliance'-it shall

inform the Authorized Forest Community in *riti"g 1lth. reasons' Only once the Authorized

Forest Community has addressed these irrr*, shall the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA'

SECTION 8.3

The FDA shall approve the request for renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration

date of the CFMA. If the FDA does not provide a response to the request to renew the GFMA at

least 60 days prior to its expiration dateiir* crrtaa ,t utt u. renewed automatically for another

fifteen (15) Year Period.

I

ARTICLE 8: EFFECTIVITY. L-Ei\GrH, RENEWAL Attp TERMINAIJON



SEC'TION 8.4

TheCFMAmaybeterminatedpriortotheexpirationdatebasedononeormoreconditionsas
follolvs:

(a) Written agreement between the CFMB, at least two-thirds of the Community Assembly

members, and the FDA;

(b) The Government of Liberia decides to exercise its power of eminent domain ovel a

community forest, or a pafi thereof. Where the Government of Liberia makes such a

decision, it shall comply with the constitutionally established procedure for the

expropriation of private properly, *hirh, at a minimum, shall require that reasons for the

expropriatio, urc given; that there is prompt payment of just compensation; that the

community is able to challenge the Go*r,'*fnt!' atcision to expropriate the community

forest, or part thereof, or the iompensation offered; and that when the Government ceases

to use the community forest, or decides not to use it for the purpose for which the

community forest was expropriut.O, ,igtts over the community foiest shall be returned to

the communitY

SECTION 9.1

SECTION 9.2

Disputes between the Authorized Forest commurltl ild, the FDA over this CFMA' which

cannot be resolved, ,hutt be mediated fi " ilrltfi"d'indirid,ral agreeable to both parties' Both

ffii;;have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process'

Where mediation fails to resolve the dispute, thM'.lits shall submit to arbitration' under the

procedures estabrished in the Arbitration'Lu*, of iiberia, as found in chapter 64 of the civil

procedure Law. Both p"rii.r have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process'

SECTION 9.3

Alternatively, the Authorized Forest Community or FDA may forego arbitration in favor of

,eriew by a court of competent jurisdiction'

ARTICLE 9: DISPUTE REIOLUTION AND ADJUDICATI9I{
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WITNESS
:l Rv:/r

tl ) rl lu ,t

For: The GHEEGBARN #IAUTHORIZED FOREST coMMLTNITy

B
WITNESS

Darlington S
Managing Director/Adm inistration
Forestry Development Authority

Chief Officer
GHEEGBARN #T CFMB

e
Approved: -c:t )' -,o.,F-'

Chairpe rson, Board of Directors
Forestry Development Authority
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