
.]

a'

October, 201,1,



I
I
r
r
I
r

REPTBLIC OF LIBERIA)
MONTSERRAIX) CoUNTY)

COMMT]MTY FOREST MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN TIIE FORESTRY
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORIITY AND THE PEOPLE OF GBA COMMUIYITY,
LOCATED IN NIMBA COUNTY FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF TIIE GBA
COMMUNITY FORESTLAND

TITIS CONTRACT made and entered into this _ day of _ A.D.
201t, by and between the Government of Liberia, trrougn trr" 

-For"s@ority,
hereinafter referred to as the Authority, represented by its Managing Director, Moses D.
Wogbeh Sr., and the People of Gba Community, Nimba County, hereinafter referred to as GBA
represented by its Forest Management commiuee by and thru its chairman,
and the Gba Statutory Superintendent,
"Parties", hereby;

John P. Thompson, hereinafter collectively called the

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS' the Authority is staUtorily responsible for th susAinable msnagemert and use of
all categories of fbrest resources;

WI{EREAS, Chapter l{,r "riiie \a-.,lr,r F:,:es=. R.el,rrm iarr oI li-u-t6 proiides tbr community
I oarricioarion *ithil -[e i-ores=. S..i.,i. .,iir;L rr.,cess is ro b,,e smctionea by A CommunityI iUgmfro- md fre arFyting rEgutatim thcreo;

\\T{ERE-{S. ue C:::m'.rn:n compnsing the People of Gb4 have petitioned the Authority for
permi,sstcr tt-r Dr,rt3Ct 4as! 6:napg animal and tree species on their forestland; the petitionld is
hereto a:s.ietl ar: marked Erhibit "A" to form an integral part of this Agreement;

\\EERE-{S. r'aiidation of the area in keeping with Section 5.6 (d) (ii) of the NFRL and Section
61 of FDA Regulation 102-07 shows that the said tract of land is suitable for conservation
foresu]. Said validation report is hereto attached and marked Exhibit "B" to form also an
integral part of this contract;

WIIEREAS, GBA desirous of managing and protecting tree and animal species on the said
tract of land;

WHEREAS, the Authority having examined GBA's petition and the requirements of Section 5.6

9f the NFRL having been met, declares GBA qualified for the issuance of a Community Forest
Permit that will allow it enter into contractual agreement with a company or corporationio carry
out said conservation activities;
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Norl'' TmREFORE' for and in consideration of the mutual promises and agreements herein;6praingd. the parties do hereby 
"gr";; folows:

1. Definitions

P4R1"4,,

a' Authority: The Forestry Deveropment Authority (FDA) created by an Act of theLegislature on Novemb er l, 19i6.

b. Annual Operations plan: the plan that guides the annual operations of the Holder
c' chain of custody: the path of custodianship folrowed by rogs, Timber and woodproducts through han'istrng. vansporl in6dm srorage, processing, distributionand export from source of origin in the forest to end use.

d' code of Forest Han'estiag Practices: a set of standards for environmentallysound forest iise prepareO Uy the Authority

e' conservation: the sustainable mTageTe-nt and protection of forest resources toachieve m&xim,m enr.ironmentar, s=ocial, .;;;;; and scientific benefits forpresent and furure generations

f' Forestry: the science, art and practice ofconservation offorest resources

g' Forest Resources 
ll:::-.: any regar pstruTent pursuant to which the Authoriryallows a person' zubject to rp""in"a .";e;;dlo""*, foresr resources ormake other productive and sustainable use or ro."rt land. This includes Forest

ilfi:H?t Contracts, Timber Sare contracts,-F;;" use permit anJ p.ivate

h' Forestiand: a tract of land, including its flora and fauna capable of producingforest resources, or land set asiae roi th" purpo; oi ror""oy, uui oot-rorludingland in perrnanent settlements and land t# h.rl; in long terrn use for non-shifting cultivation of crops o. *i.iog livestock.

i' Forest Product: any materiar or itern derived from forest resources.

j' Forest Management contract: foresky contract which covers a laad area of50,000 - 400,000 hectares.

k' Holder: aperson who hords a varid forest resources ricense

l. Land Owner: a person who owns land by legal title

i' liir 
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:a. Operaror: a person harvesting or making commercial use of forest resotlrces

under a forest resources license, including a person working as an employee,

contractor or other agent for a Holder.

n. Pre-Felling Operations: legal requirements of the Holder before felling of logs.

They include posting of required perfonnance bond; preparation of initial annual

operations plan and preparation of environmental impact assessment.

o. Pivate Use Pennit: a forest resource license iszued by the Government to allow
commercial use of the forest resources on private land.

p. Public Use Perurit: a forest resource license issued to extact forest resource from
an area less than 1000 hectares.

q. Reforestation: the establishment of a tree plantation in a previously forested area

that has been affected by cutting, fite, or some other act of tree removal.

r. Societe Generale de Surveillance (SGS): the institution/company responsible to

manage the Chain of Custody System.

s. Timber Sale Contract: a short term forest resoutces license issued bi. the

Government for a period of three (3) years that allows a person to harvest ti:nber
from a specified tract of forest land.

PART 668''

Bid Premium: The difference between the area fee and the land rent bid fee written i-n -:e

= 
*::.:ssron of a successful bidder.

Br -Lan's: .{ set of regulations, including internal rules, procedures and guidelines, prepared L';' a

:": :'. .*:.:g:eized under this law for the purpose of administering said body and performi-ng -'ie

- -:: -. :'tr *'hich it is created and established.

C,:mmr.rrur.r: A self-identified and publicly or widely-recoglized coherent sociatr grouF c:

-: ; ! ',1, :,: s:re common customs and traditions, irespective of administrative and social suo-

-',.:.:-;, .3-51irrg h a particular area of land over which members exercise jurisdrction.

:,: - - - 1 '; :', .Jeement. custom, or law. A community may thus be a single rillage or to\\rL

-: : J": -: -: '----'.:iS ,-ll 1O\\IS. Of a Clan.

Crrcrrirl t* An1- use of forest products or forest resourcqs, other thm dired use for
persm[ fpoffi or hor:sehold infrastructure developrm.ent. Commercial rse includes uses

furotrtng ruade m ary other disposition of forest products or forest r€sources for dire$ or

idfo,Edfirm.iaI gufu_
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communify Assembly: the.collectivity of resident adult members of a communi*. -:: . :I il#*H[J?Jffi;*H""'T;**.*i;::*,#t*:###.""*=:
I community-based f,'orest Management: Forest Management activities that are carried our :.. :community with respect to forestlr"*""r for wni* trr. ,o**ity has customar], renL..*i ::
I 

other forms of proprietorship or guardianshir- 
-- "'"'r ure uur,rrltrl

community tr'orestry: The govemance and management of community forests by a commr,-;*.I HtrHffi1ii"ffi:"H;:ffiffifffi;i'J: nltn.. til;;;r";*ent ortu, .o,,,,,ilt?:

community f,'orest Contract: contract co-entered into by a co,mrrnity and the Authorih,r,r-r-tanother party or parties for large and small-scale commercial activities relative to commu:.:-:,forest resources.

community Forest Fund: A fund established by a community Forest Management Bodr,. *.jlcommunity knowledge and consent, to finance the management of community forest resoruces.or other agreed activities supporring community development.

community Forest Land: Forested or partially-forested Iand traditionally owned or used brcommunities for socio-cuihrral' economic *a" a".rriopm"ntat purposes. This term is int...-changeable with the ,... ,..oo,**rlr, f".arr,,:'- 
*-'''-,

;ffi;'J"'m; #:f.?H::.Bodv: A bodv appointed bv the communiry Assemblr i:

Community Forest Resources: A-nrthiag practrcal. commslsjal, social, religious, recreationat.educational, scientific, subsisten.. oi orno por.ooul *Jro h,mans that exists io 4 ssmmrrnir..fores! including but not limired to trora- rauna, *a *..o.rgani565.
Community Land Area: An area over which I commrrnily kaditionally extends i_proprietorship and jurisdiction, *a ir o.ognized as such by neighboring communities.

concession: For the pqpose of this law, a contractual right granted by the comm,nitr. an:Authority to a private commerciai enterprise, whether by negotiatiorq bidding or other les?-means' to harvest and market forest resources for commercial gains. concessions are ratifie<i-b."the National Legislature or approve uy tn. c"-*r"itrF;rest Management body.
customary Land: ,L34 including forest land, owued.by individuals, groups, families. ::communities through longstanding -rot", 

recognized by the community. ro ue recognizec -:H|!ffiJ*4 it is not t'"""tity fo. the"lanJ#nur" been registered under star,-mf,..

/:-._
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Executir.e Committee of the Assembly: Elected officials of the Assembly authorized to

super.,ise the Community Forestry Management Body between siuings of the Assembly.

Forest Land: A tract of land, including its flora and faun4 producing or capable of producing

t-ore* resources. or land set aside for the purpose of forestry, but not including land in perrnanent

seCemenr. and land that has been in long-term use for non-shifting cultivation of crops or

iarsi-rg livestock.

Large.scale commercial use: Commercial activities of forest resources which are

pred"o*inantiy- export oriented in their market for the sales and delivery of forest products, and

ri-hrch generate total revenue in excess of that specified by regulation as determined by the

Authorin. in consultations with communities.

\on-timber Forest Products: R.esowces or products that may be extracted from forest lands

ard are urilized within the household or are marketed or have social, cultural or religious

,.rgnificance. These include plants and plant materials used for food, fuel, fiber, storage and

ubdO.r. medici:re, bio-chemicals, us well as mammals, birds, reptiles, fishes and invertebrates.

Person: Any natural person, private entity, non-govemmental organization, civil society

orsenizarion, agency of the Govemment of Liberia, or any public body, including a community

tbrest management body.

Small-scale commercial use: Commercial activities of forest resources which are predominately

local in their markets for the sale and delivery of forest products, and which do not generate total

revenue and/or occupy a land area great€r than that specified by regulation as determined by the

Authority in consultation with communities.

Timber: lndustriat round wood and derived sawn lumber, wood chips, wood based panels and

:,rlp for household use or commercial purposes.

PART (C,,

Compliance: To be in agreement with.

Communitt, Forest AgreemenL. a written agreement between a forestry community and

:: ::resirl Development Authority that grants and protects a forest community's rights
..1.-.--:-- . s:ecified area to access, use, manage, protect and benefit from forest resources

- : :; j--3tta:ie malller.

a

a

a

o

.4tahorin regulator), righ*: rights of the Forestry Development Authority to regulate all

: -:=r. :-i-'--.is ': Liberia, except those located on communal lands.

Conrnu,rnw. f,c;rres/; :s ,Ie naniral forest and/or forest plantation where rights are granted

r-' -.-: ---*t-,:.:' .- " ;,-'rnJ:1it1-living in or near it to access, use, and manage i:r a
:*--.-:-i;r.. -1--;: : ::-i.iar,ce with a Community Forest Agreement.

r r1
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Community consent righ&: community rights of "prior, free, informed consenf, for any
decision, agreemen! or activity atrectinf the use of community forest resogrces as
provided for by the CRL of 2009.

Forest community.' is a community authorized by the Authority under the Community
Forest Agreement to access, use, manage, and blnefit from forest resources within a
specified area in an agreeable sustainable manner.

Forest Manogement Committee/Body: is a five-member body elected or selected by the
Community Assembly to manage the day+o-day atrairs of tle community foresty
proglam.

Applicatian Fee: a specified amount of money paid to (he Authoriry by communities
applytng for a forest community status.

Socio-economic survqts.' survey of a land to detennine its social and economic
characteristics and profile to be used in detemrination of the needs of the community and
in management planniag.

community Assembly: f a group of persons elected or serected by community members
to direct the community ttTry program. This body shall be tne nighest decisitn-making
body of the community relative to thi community forestyprogram.

Executtve Commifre9.' is the body that comprises the elected officials of the Community
Assembly. This small goup of officers shali perform the role of the Assembly when the
Assembly is on recess (when the Assembly is not in session).

Community Assembly Constitutioa.' is the organic law adopted by the community
through its Community Assembly which sets o-ut the broad irrpor", objectives, and
principles of the community forestry program and the rights ani ouligations of
community members relative to the program.

Community Assembly By-Laws: are the rules and processes established by the
Community Assembly on the intemal operations of the Assembly relative to such things
as notices, quorum for meetings, decision-making methods, *d pro."rses for electin!,
removing and replacing officers, etc.

Community Forest Management Rules: are specific rules and./or guidelines issued by
the Community Forest Management Committei/Body relative to the sustainable use of
community forest resources.

Primary users: Individuals who are aparty to a community Forest Agreement.

Secondary Userc: Individuals who are not a party to a Community Forest Agreemenf but
can access and use community resources consistent with the Community Forest
Management Plan and the Community Foresky Rules.
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Template: a model; a sarnple; a format; a frame'

Map of GBA CommunitY Forest Land

2. Metes and BoundslTechnical Description of GBA Community Forest Land

commencing at Quanwee Town (Latitude-0 531232 Longitude-082,382!),-ttrence a line

runs S 36" E for 1,190 meters to a point; thence a line runs N 55o E for 6'090 meters to a

point; thence a line runs S 41o E for 1,360 meters to a point; thence a l1ne runs N 86o E

for 850 to a point; thence a line *t N 8o E for 1,280 meters to a point; thence a line

runs N 36" E for 4,340 meters to a point; thence a line runs Due Norttr for 3,480 meters

to a point; thence a line runs N :gi W for 1,790 meters to a point; thence a line runs S

g1o W for 9,320 meters to a point on the Liberia-Guinea border (St. John River); thence

a line rurr. along suia mrao (St. John River) southward for 15,700 meters to a point;

thencealinerunss36"Efor4l0meterstoapoint;thencealinerunss29"Eforl'040
meters to a poin[ thence a line runs S 25" Efor 760 meters to a point; thence a line runs

N 86' E for 2,620 meters to a point; thence a line runs N 36o E for 610 meters to the

point of corrmencement embracing atotal land area of 10.9i9 hectares and no More'

J.
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4. Contract Objective

a. To manage and protect tree and animal species from destruction by unauthorized
intuders

b. To protect the East Nimba Nature Reserve (ENNR)
c. To engage in reforestation of the area involving indigenous species
d. To create alternative uses of the tract of land after harvesting of trees
e. To create employment for about 200 locals of the contract area and surrounding

towns and villages.

5 Contract Duration

The contract shall be for fifteen (15) years.

6 Chain of Custody System

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the National Forestry Reforrr Law of 2006 and sections
(1-35) of FDA Regulation 108-07, the Chain of Custody System will apply during the life
and implementation of this contract. The system so established for the tracking of logs,
timber and wood products from forest to processing and then to domestic or foreign
market shall be managed by Societe Generale de Surveillance (SGS) using SGS/[Ielveta
equipment and software as provided for by section 3.2 (3) of the Chain of Custody
System Management Contract of 2007.

Land Rental / Bid Premium & Stumpage Tax

In the case of commercial forestry, consistent with Section 6.5 of the Community Rights
Law of 2008, the community or any company charged with the responsibility of
managing the community forest shall pay land rental as specified in Regulation 107-07
Section 33 (a) and (b). The Community shall receive bid premium as specified in Section
33 (e) of the self-same Regulation herein referred.

Other than Conservation Forestry, if the forest is later intended for commercial forestry,
stumpage shall be paid consistent with Section 5.7 (c) of the National Forestry Reforrr
Law and also consistent with Section 22b) of Regulation 107-07.

Other Fees & GOL Taxes

In the case of Cornmercial Forestry, all other fees and GOL To<es levied on the

Concession shalt be consistent with the Revenue Law of Liberia and FDA Regulation.

7

8

I 1>-rr r\,f



t
I

t
I
t
I
T

I
t
t

I 9 Pre-felling Activities and Requirement

ln keeping with the National Forestry Reform Law of 2006 and Section 6.4 of the
Community Rights Law of 2008, without the following requirements, ('no commercial
activities shall oecur on community forestlands":

a. The communify has organized its Community Assembly
i. Only a community pre-qualified by the Authority shall be eligible to

establish a Community Assembly
ii. Liberians at least 18 years of age and residing within the specified

corrmunity shall qualiff to be member of the Community Assembly
iii. Representation on the Assembly shall be broad based including men

women and youth.
iv. Two members of the County Legislative Caucus shall be selected by

members of the Caucus to represent it on the Community Assembly
v. An Executive Committee shall be elected by the Community

Assembly to manage the affairs of the Assembly
vi. None of the two (2) representatives of the National Legislature shall

hold a leadership position of the Community Assembly.

b. A five (5) member Community Management Body must be appointed
by the Community Assembly

i. The five member committee shall comprise Chief Officer, Secretary,
Treasurer and another two persons

ii. The Community Forest Management Body shall have a terrr
staggered between two (2) to five (5) years.

iii. No member of the Legislature shall be a member of the Community
Forest Management Body

c. Also the following activities must be carried out before commercialization of
community forest
i. Community Forest Agreement
ii. Community Forest Management Plan
iii. Posting performance bond
iv. Environmental Impact Assessment
iv. Social Contract

Employment

Recruitnent and employment by the Company shall be consistent with Labor Law of
Liberia and International Labor Organization.

10.
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Termination

This contract shall be terminated if the company upon notice of breach of any terrn of this
Contract fails to remedy said breach within a period of (60) sixty days.

Force Maieure

In the event of force majeure, which causes either party from meeting its obligations
herein stated, the Contract shall be suspended as long as the force majeure continues.

10. Duty of Care

The Authority shall ensure that the Company maintains environmental quahty of the
cutting area and comply with all other conditions consistent with the Liberia Code of
Harvesting Practices to include:
a. Water course protection
b. Erosion prevention
c. Prevention of pollution to rivers, streams and other waterways by disposal of wastes
d. Prevention of fire disaster

The operation shall also be in conformity with intemational conventions to which Liberia is
a party. They include: the Convention on Biodiversity, the lnternational Tropical Timber
Agreement the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate Change, the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention on Intemational Trade In
Endangered Species and the RAMSAR Convention on Wetland Management

1t Governing Laws

ln effecting this Contract between the Corporation and the Authority, the relevant Laws
of Liberia including but not limited to the National Forestry Reform Law and regulation
goveming Chain of Custody will prevail.

12. Bindine Effect

This Agreement is binding on the parties, their successors-in'office as if they were
physically present at execution of this insrument.

In witness whereof, we have affixed our signatures on the day and date first mentioned
above.

'r -- -:
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i Forestry DeveloPrment Au
P.8" BCIN ttl-38l{}

Whein Town, Mt. BarclaY
Montserrado CountY
Monrovia, Liberia

TO

MEMORAND .UM

Moses D. Wogbeh
Munaging *ireetor,
Fores try Dev elo p me m A ur h tt ri{l'

JohnD. Kantor, Sr. gQ#
Technical Manager, R&DIFDA

ror*or1. Yantay W
Acting Manager-Gl gtrT.S/FDA

Y:'attdution &eoott of Gba Csmmanitv Forest Areq
Lacddtn Mmba Counlv

Subject:

DATE: October 9, 2011

hackpround

Predicated on a communication under the signature of Mr. John P. Thompson, Superintendent

Gba Statutory Distric! requesting the Forestry Development Authority to authenticate, verify and

issue necessiry Permii fora CoJmunity for"rt area situated and lyrng in Yarmrein-& Sanniquellie

Mahn districts, Nimba County. A tichnician from the FDA was mandated to visit Gba

community forest for detail ground truthing, capturing of Tribal Land marfts and sight seeing of

the area for management's reaction

In light of the above, one surveyor traveled to the land under consideration to conduct a joint

So;d truthing exercise of the arla along with the tribal people and ARD representatives.

Field Patrol

During the period September 29-October 6,2011, the joint team patrolled a significant portion of

the aria and gatherea A"tuit information relating to on going multiple uses of the area, types of

vegetation, tololory, and livelihood of communities dwellers within the parameters of the forest'
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