
THIS COMIVTUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT iS MAdE ANd CNICTEd iNtO

this 3ls+ day of August AD 2018. by and between the Government of Liberia, acting

tt,torffi" Forestry Development Authority, hereinafter ret-erred to as the FDA. represented

by its Managing Director Hon. C. Mike Doryen. and the People of KORNINGA 'B'
iommunity Forest located in Bokomu &Bopolu Districts, Gbarpolu County, represented by

their Community Forest Management Body by and thru its Chief Offlcer Aaron Mulbah, fbr

the Management of KORNINGA'B' COMMUNITY FOREST: hereby

WITNE,SSETH

WHEREAS, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is the government agency with legal

jurisdiction over forestry matters, and the lead agency for community forestry in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the People of KORNINGA oB' Community Forest, in accordance r,vith the

Community Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (CRL) and the Amended

Regulation to the Community Rights Law of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (Amended CRL

Re[ulation), applied to the FDA for Authorized Forest Community status, to enable them

manage andlor utilize their Community Forest resources;

WHEREAS, the FDA, in accordance with its statutorily established authority to grant

Authorized Forest Community status, and issue and sign Community Forest Management

Agreement (CFMA), has verified that KORNINGA 'B' has satisfied all technical and lega1

requirements to be granted Authorized Community Forest statllsl

WHEREAS, the KORNINGA 'B' Community Forest Management Body (CFMB) represents

the Authorized Forest Community in all matters related to community forestry resources, and has

been granted the legal authority by the People of KORNINGA 'B' to enter into this CFMA, as

established by Section a.2 @) of the CRL;

WHEREAS. the People of KORNINGA 'A', represented by KORNINGA 'B'CFMB, and the

FDA are willing to be bound by the terms set out in this CFMA;

Now, THEREFORE, the FDA and the KORNINGA'B'CFMB aglee as follows:

ARTICLE 1: PURPO SE

SECTION T"1

The KORNINGA ,B,CFMB and the FDA enter into this Community Forestry Management

Agreement in order to:

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities of the KORNINGA 'B' Authorized Forest

Community to own, use and sustainably mauage its forest resollrces, and to promote

biodiversity for the direct benefit of the community, ecosystems, the nation, and the

environment, as established in the CRL and Amended CRL Regulation;

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the FDA, as the agency with regulatory

authority over community forestry programs, as established in the CRL and its Amended

CRL Regulation;

(c) pursue activities that will contribute to the improvement of the livelihoods of the

members of the KORNINGA 'B' Authorized Forest Community. throtlgh the

management and use of lbrest resources, whicl-r may include informed conservation

practi-ces and/or sustainable harvesting of timber and non-timber forest products Q"ITFPs)

for commercial purposes;
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SECTION 1.2

The implementation of this CFMA shall be guided by the following principles:

(a) Community forest resources shall be used for the benefit of members of the Authorized

Forest Community, and may include the pursuance of conservation andlor sustainable

harvesting of timber and NTFPs for commercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Authorized Forest Community from altering how it chooses to manage its

forest resources, but all legal requirements must first be met before any such change is

implemented;

(b) Community Forest resources shall be managed and used in a way that meets the needs of
the present community members without compromising the ability of future generations

to meet their own needs;

(c) A11 members and groups ir-r the Authorized Forest Conlmr-rnity. irrespective of age,

gender. religion or ethnicitl,, shall be able to palticipate in the management and use of
Community Forest resources;

(d) All decisions and actions relating to the management of Community Forest resolrrces

shall be explained and carried out with openness, and in a way that all members of the

Authorized Forest Community will understand;

(e) Any decision, activity or agreement aflecting the status or use of Community Forest

resollrces shall not proceed without the fiee. prior and informed consent of the

Authorized Forest Community;

(f.y The rights of members of the Authorized Forest Community to the pursuance of activities

necessary for subsistence. medicinal and cultural purposes, and to vital ecosystenl

services more generally, shall not be permanently alienated.

ARTICLE 2: TECHNNICAL ON OF COMMUNITY F T LANDS

The KORNINGA oB' Community Forest boundaries are as follows:

The KORNINGA ,B' Community Forest lies within Latitude (340776 815309) North of the

Equator and Longitude (340776 787660) West of the Greenwich Meridian, and located in

Bopolu and Bokomu Districts, Gbarpolu County, Liberia/West Africa.

Commencingat apoint (343291 814044) on the surface of the Earth, a line runs S 86oE for

25,400 meters to a point (368556 812320); thence a line runs S 2oW for 1,100 meters to a point

(368585 SII293); thence a line runs N 86oW for 960 meters to a point (367690 811297); thence

a line runs S loE for 2,700 meters to a point (367694 808601) on a stream; thence a line runs

Northward along said stream for 1,817 meters to a point (366089 807780); thence a line runs S

60oW for 1,600 meters to a point (364686 806935); thence a line runs S 45oW for 136 meters to a

point (364596 806889); thence a line runs S 56oW for 781 meters to a point (363959 80646O);

ih.n."'a line runs S 67oW for 388 meters to a point (363603 806309); thence a line runs S 61oW

for 1,00 meters to a point (362703 805801); thence a line runs S 59oW for 115 meters to a point

(362605 805749); thence a line S 65oW for 133 meters to a point (362456 805695); thence a line

iuns S 76oW fo,r 146 meters to a point (362363 805649); thence a line runs S 78oW fot l4l
meters to a point (362235 805611); thence a line runs S 760W for 137 meters to a point (3621,10

805581); thence a line runs S 89oW for 60 meters to a point (362058 805572); thence a line runs

S 87oW for 35 meters to a point (362030 805567); thence a line runs S 53oW for 49 meters to a

[_]

)



)

t

point (361996 805531); thence a line runs S 46oW for 106 meters to a point (361919 805458);

th.n.. a line runs S 36oW for 106 meters to a point (361S57 805373); thence a line runs S 35oW

for 55 meters to a point (361825 805330); thence a line runs S 41oW for 267 meters to a point

(361652 305130); thence a line nrns S 49oW for 132 meters to a point (361557 805044); thence a

line runs S 52oW for 134 meters to apoint (361456 804961); thence a line runs S 54oW for 134

meters to a point (361349 304885); thence a line runs S 58oW for 133 meters to a point (361238

804816); thince a line runs S 62oW for 132 meters to a point (361123 804754 ); thence a line

runs S 72'W for 39 meters to a point (361093 804740); thence a line runs S 49oW for34 meters

to a point (361069 804721); thence a line runs S 55oW for 136 meters to a point (360959

S0464T; thence a line runs S 58oW for 128 meters to a point (360852 804516); thence a line

runs S-62oW for 131 meters to a point (360736 804514); thence a line runs S 57oW for 148

meters to a point (360612 804438); thence a line runs S 81oW for 184 meters to a point (359852

804308 ); thence a line runs S 69oW for 891 meters to a point (359021 804004) on a stream;

thence a line runs Southward along said stream for 4,1.10 meters to a point (355383 802888);

thence a line runs S 25oW for 216 meters to a point (355299 802709); thence a line runs S 57oW

for I44 meters to a point (355193 802633); thence a line runs S 63oW for 276 meters to a point

(354966 802502); thence a line runs S 67oW for 274 meters to a point (354725 802a04; thence a

line runs S 8low for 301 meters to a point (354472 802334); thence a line runs S 83oW for 468

meters to a point (354026 502273); thence a line runs N 87oW for 158 meters to a point (353895

802269); thence a line runs Due West for 247 meters to a point (353669 802282); thence a line

runs S 66oW for 246 meters to a point (353461802181); the line runs S 71oW for 509 meter to a

point (352987 802017); thence a line runs S 81oW for 127 meters to a point (352873 80199O);

thence a line runs S 70oW for 63 meters to a point (352822 801968); thence a line runs S 73oW

for3g5meterstoapoint (352446801854); thencealinerunsSS4oWfor335meterstoapoint
(352124 801815); thence a line runs S 71oW for 1,500 meters to a point (350752 801331);thence

a line runs Due West for 656 meters to a point (350103 801331); thence a line tuns N 81oW for

689 meters to a point (349434 801439); thence a line runs S 68oW for 468 meters to a point

(349013 S01258); thence a line runs S 56oW for 164 meters to a point (348898 80116a); thence a

line runs S 12oW for 258 meters to a point (348858 800924); thence a line runs S 46oW for 380

meters to a point (348608 800661); thence a line runs S 19oE for 295 meterc to a point (348112

800401); thence a line runs S 49oE for 213 meters to a point (34S870 800259); thence a line runs

S 29dE for 284 meters to a point (349059 7999a1; thence a line runs S 10oE for 95 meters to a

point (349081 799868); thence a line runs N 62oE for 249 meters to a point (349296 799969);

thence a line runs S 25oE for 224 meters to a point (349384 799779); thence a line runs S 27oW

for 309 meters to a point (349258 799514); thence a line runs S 59oW for 246 meters to a point

(349056 799385); thence a line runs S 75oW for 324 meters to a point (348766 799300); thence a

ine runs S 18oW for 405 meters to a point (34564A 798921); thence a line runs S 62oW for 137

meters to a point (348526 798358); thence a line runs S 18oW for 154 meters to a point (348488

795719); thence a line runs S 39oW for 326 meters to a point (348312 798473); thence a line

runs S-16oW for 302 meters to a point (348232 798193); thence a line runs S 66oW fot 273

meters to a point (347983 798083); thence a line runs S 17oW for 367 meters to a point (347908

797760); thence a line runs S 66oW for 224 meters to a point (347117 797664); thence a line

runs N 85oE for 685 meters to a point (348392 197722) on a stream; thence a line runs

Southward along said stream for 7,842 meters to a point (354496 795504);thence a line runs S

22oW for 4,900 heters to a point (352687 190979); thence a line runs S l2oB for 1,800 meters to

a point (353060 789196); thence a line runs S 22oE for 1,100 meters to a point (353481 788193);

thence a line runs N 78"W for 533 meters to a point (35297I 788298); thence a line runs N 24oW

for 2,000 meters to a point (352209 790090); thence a line runs N 69oW for 1,300 meters to a
point (351053 790552); thence a line runs S 13oW for 903 meters to a point (350928 789720);

ih.n.e a line runs N 69oW for 652 meters to a point (350357 789957)on a stream; thence a line

runs Southward along said stream for 938 meters to a point (348334 788991); thence a line runs

S 73oW for 422 meters to a point (347963 788884); thence a line runs N 72oW for 902 meters to

a point (347141 789132); thence a line runs N 83oW for 1,800 meters to a point (345378

lggZS+); thence a line runs N 31oW for 322 meters to a point (345258 789593); thence a line
nrnc N 1?ow for Q Roo mefers fo a noint 341D,5 799037): thence a line runs N 87oE for 709
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ARTICLE 3: GENERAL RIGHTS AND O IGATIONS

SECTION 3.1

In keeping with its statutory responsibility to regulate, protect, manage and develop forest

resources, so as to sustain and optimize the potential yield of their economic, social and

environmental benefits, the FDA shall:

(a) Directly support the KORNINGA 'B' Authorized Forest Community take stock of and' ' 
document foiest resources within the area of forest resources designated as a Community

Forest, to include, where appropriate, an inventory of all merchantable timber and

commercially viable NTFPs, as well as locally resident protected and endangered species

and their habitat;

(b) Communicate to the CFMB minimum standards for the development, review and

approval of Community Forest Management Plans, to be reviewed every five (5) years;

(c) Provide guidance to the CFMB on zoning the Community Forest, as well as the limits of
the scope and scale of conservation and/or commercial exploitation within these zones,

based upon the data collected about the forest resources within the Community Forest;

(d) Suggest amendments and/or alternatives, in putsuance of the same stated goals of the

Authorized Forest Community, if it is determined that the Community Forest would not

be able to sustain an activity proposed in the Community Forest Management Plan

l
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SECTION 3.2

The KORNINGA'B' CFMB shall:

(a) Ensure that Community Forest resources are managed in an environmentally sustainable

manner, and maintain the forest as an ecosystem;

(b) With the involvement of community members, and the approval of the Executive

Committee of the Community Assembly, prepare and implement community forestry

rules/guidelines;

(c) With the involvement of community members, and under the guidance of the Executive

Committee of the Community Assembly, develop CFMPs;

(d) Operate in accordance with the terms and conditions of this CFMA, community forestry

rules/guidelines, the CFMP, and all other relevant legislation and regulations;

(e) With the guidance of the FDA, oversee and monitor implementation of the CFMP to

ensure compliance with all relevant legal and technical requirements;

(f) Conduct awareness raising activities in order to inform all Authorized Forest Community

members about the community forestry program;

(g) Represent the community in all matters related to community forestry in negotiations'-. 
wiitr the FDA, and with third-parties who have interests in conservation or harvesting

timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes; and

(h) When made aware of any forestry offences within the Community Forest, immediately

inform the nearest FDA Office and, if possible, halt any ongoing illegal activities.

SECTION 4.1

All activities of the KORNINGA oB' Community Forest shall conform to both the CFMA and

CFMP

SECTION 4.2

If it is determined that members of the KORNINGA oB' Forest Community have failed or are

failing to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, the FDA shall immediately provide written notice

to the KORNiNGA oB, Forest Community, through the CFMB, of the violation, together with

instructions as to how the violation may be remedied. Any such written notice shall include

warning of the sanctions that may be applied in the absence of remedial action being taken by the

KORNINGA oB' Forest CommunitY,

SECTION 4.3

L
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ARTICLE 4: COMPLIANCE WITH COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT
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SECTION 5.1

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest resources are managed'

The Authorized Forest community's decision ur to how it manages its forest resources is

represented in the cFMp, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable

framework.

SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Community has the right to alter its CFMP. However, all such alterations

shall be made using the procedrr., h.r" established, and in conformity with all other established

legal and technical requirements.

SECTION 5.4

The following procedure shall be followed when amending the cFMP:

(a) The Community Assembly shal1 vote on whether or not it wants to consider amending the

CFMp. A simpie majority vote of the Community Assembly shall be required to initiate

the process;

(b) Following an affirmative vote, members of the Community Assembly shall thoroughly

discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the proposed amendment/s, with their

respective constituents;

(c) The CFMB shall provide written notice to all towns and villages within the Authorized

Forest Community about the proposed amendment/s, at least thirty (30) days prior to the

community Assembly meeting ut *lri"h the final vote on amending the GFMP is to be

taken;

L
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SECTION 5.3

If the Authorized Forest Community decides to substantively alter the previously approved

CFMp, a new plan shall be submitted to, and approved by, the FDA. A substantive alteration

includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Changes to the way an area of forest resourees within the Community Forest, which has

already been zoned under the CFMP, is to be used;

(b) Changes to the size of azonedarea of forest resources within the Community Forest;

(c) Any expansion of commercial or agricultural activities, not already envisaged under the

CFMP;

(d) AnV expansion of conservation activities where it unduly restricts members of the

Authorized Forest Community from using their forest resources in pursuance of

sustainable livelihoods.



(fl Once the FDA verifies rhar the amended CFN'IP meets all legal and technlcal

requirements, it shall approve the new CFMP'

NS
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FOREST PRODUCTS

SECTION 6.1

As an Authorized Forest Community, the KORNINGA 'B' Community Forest has the right to

engage in the harvesting of timber *Alor non-timber forest products QrfTFPs) for commercial

prrpottt, under regulations and guidelines issued by the FDA'

SECTION 6.2

Before any commercial harvesting can take place, the Authorized Forest Community must have

met all pieliminary requirementr, ur p., th; CRL and all other relevant laws and regulations.

This requires that ihe community has 
-organized 

its Community Assembly (Section 6.4(a) of the

CRf), ih. Co**unity Asse*bly hur appointed the Community Forest Management Body

(Seciion 6.4(b) of tfre CRf); the Community Forest Management Body has developed a

dommunity Forest Management plan that includes the envisaged commercial activities (Section

6.a(c) of ine CRL); thJ Community Forest Management Plan has been approved by the

Executive Committee, the Community Assembly and the FDA (Section 6.4 (d) of the CRL); and

the Community Forest Management Plan is being implemented (Section 6'a(e)) of the CRL'

SECTION 6.3

In keeping with the 2006 National Forestry Reform Law QTJFRL), the Ten Core Regulations and

all other relevant laws and regulations governing Liberia's forest sector, no commercial

harvesting of timber and NTFpJ shall oceur in a Community Forest without the Authorized

Forest Community having first met the following requirements:

(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFPs must have been independently

confirmed bythe FDA, in keeping wiih its statutory responsibility to ensure that areas of

forest resources are suitable for G planned commercial harvesting, as per Section 4'5 of

the NFRL, and Section 2.2 (il and Chapter 5 of the CRL; and

(b) The Authorized Forest Community must have conducted an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA), as per Section 24 (2) and Section 41 of Regulation 105-07.

SECTION 6.4

Once the FDA has verified that all technical and legal requirements for the harvesting of timber

and/or NTFps for commercial purposes have been met, it shall issue a written notice to proceed

to the Authorized Forest community, through the GFMB. Only once the Authorized Forest

Community has received written notice to proceed from the FDA shall the harvesting of timber

and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes be permitted'

SECTION 6.5

and Sections 1 through 35 of FDA Regulation 108-

o

L

C

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the NFRL,
07, the Chain of Custody System shall apply

by the Authorized Forest Community.
to the harvesting

'7

of timber for commercial PurPos



SECTION 6.7
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Authorized Forest Communities shall pay all relevant forest product fees, as established in

Regulation lO7-07, as well as all taxes andlor fees forthe harvesting of NTFPs for commercial

purposes, as determined by the Liberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the FDA.

SECTION 6.8

The FDA shall monitor the harvesting of timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes to

ensure that all environmental standards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of Harvesting

Practices is adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, as established

in Article 4 of this CFMA, the FDA may impose penalties on Authorized Forest Community

members under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental Protection Agency

Act.

ARTICLE 7: RIGHTS AND OBLIGA ONS OF THE CFMB FDA WITH

L'

RE T G P

SECTION 7.1

The CFMB, as the representative of the Authorized Forest Community in commercial matters,

may negotiate commercial agreements with third-parties, in conformity with existing legal and

technical standards.

SECTION 7.2

Before a commercial agreement between an Authorized Forest Community and a third-party can

be signed, the FDA shall first review and approve it, as per Section 10.5 of the Amended CRL

Regulation.

SECTION 7.3

If, following review, the FDA determines that the proposed commercial agreement does not

conform to best industry practices, or does not offer fair market price for the community's forest

resources, the FDA shall advise the community on how the commercial agreement needs to be

amended before it can be approved. The Community Forest Management Body and Executive

Committee of the Community Assembly shall hear the advice of the FDA, and attest that they

have received and understood the advice provided.

SECTION 7.4

The FDA shall review, determine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreement

and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amended

within fifteen-(l5) working days of the commercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA fails

to review, officially approve and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the proposed commercial

agreement needs to be amended within fifteen (15) working days of submission, the

may either provide the FDA with more time to complete the review of the proposed
community
commercial

I
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ARTICLE 8: EFFECTIVITY, LENGTH, RENEWAL AND TERMINATION

SECTION 8.1

This CFMA shall take effect upon signing by the CFMB and the FDA and shall be valid for a

period of not more than 15 years. One year prior to the expiration of this CFMA, the CFMB shall
submit a written request to the FDA to renew the CFMA for an additional fifteen (15) year term.
The CFMA can be renewed as many times as the Authorized Forest Community would like.

SECTION 8.2

Approval to a request to renew the CFMA shall be granted only once the FDA has verified that
the Authorized Forest Community is in compliance with all legal and technical requirements.
Where the FDA determines that the Authorized Forest Community is not in compliance, it shall
inform the Authorized Forest Community in writing of the reasons. Only once the Authorized
Forest Community has addressed these issues shall the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA.

SECTION 8.3

The FDA shall approve the request for renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration
date of the CFMA. If the FDA does not provide a response to the request to renew the CFMA at
least 60 days prior to its expiration date, the CFMA shall be renewed automatically for another
fifteen (15) year period.

SECTION 8.4

The CFMA may be terminated prior to the expiration date based on one or more conditions as
follows:

(a) Written agreement between the CFMB, at least two-thirds of the Community Assembly
members, and the FDA;

(b) The Govemment of Liberia decides to exercise its power of eminent domain over a

community forest, or a pafi thereof. Where the Government of Liberia makes such a
decision, it shall comply with the constitutionally established procedure for the
expropriation of private property, which, at a minimum, shall require that reasons for the
expropriation are given; that there is prompt payment of just compensation; that the
community is able to challenge the Government's decision to expropriate the community
forest, or part thereof, or the compensation offered; and that when the Government ceases

to use the community forest, or decides not to use it for the purpose for which the
community forest was expropriated, rights over the community forest shall be retumed to
the community.

ARTICLE 9: DISPUTE RESOLUTION AND ADJUDICATION

SECTION 9.1

Disputes between the Authorized Forest Community and the FDA over this CFMA, which
cannot be resolved, shall be mediated by a qualified individual agreeable to both parties. Both
parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process.

SECTION 9.2
Where mediation fails to resolve the dispute, the parties shall submit to arbitration, under the
nrocedttres estahlished in the Arhitration Lnws of T,iheria as fnnnd in Chanter 54 of fhe Civil

L
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SECTION 9.3

Alternatively, the Authorized Forest Community or FDA may forego arbitration in favor of

review by a court of competent jurisdiction.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE HAVE HEREI.INTO AFFIXED OUR SIGNATURES ON

THE DAY AND DATE FIRST MENTIONED ABOVE

For: The Forestry Development Authority

By:

WITNESS

For: The KORNINGA 'B' AUTHORIZED FOREST COMMLNITY

By:

WITNESS

Forestry Development AuthoritY

F. Mulbah
Chief Officer

KORNINGA'B' CFMB

Approved
Board of Directors

Forestry Development AuthoritY
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