
THIS COMMUNITY tsOREST MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT iS MAdC ANd CNICTCd iNtO

*1r^ t"t( day of Septenber AD 2018, by and between the Government of Liberia, acting

through the Forestry Development Authority, hereinafter referred to as the FDA, represented

, by its Deputl, Managing Director for Operations FIon. Joseph J. Tally, and the People of GOLA

KONNEH Communify Forest locateil in Grand Cape Mount County , represented by their

Comrn,nity Forest Management Botly by and thru iis Chief Officer Mr' James K' Morno for

the Management of GOLA KONNIiH, CON{MIJNI'IY FORES'['; hereby

WITNESSETI!

WI-IEREAS, the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is the governrnerlt agency with legal

jurisdictiol over forestry matters. and the leacl agency 1br community forestry in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the people of GC)LA KONNEII, in accor<lance with the community Rights Law

of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (cRI-) ancl tl-re An-rended Regulation to the C.ommunity

Rights Law of zObg witn Respect to Forest Lands (Amended CRL Regulation), applied to the

FDA for Authorized Forest Cornrnunity status, to enable them manage and/or utilize their

CommunitY Forest resoLlrces;

WHEREAS, the FDA, in accordance witl-r its statutorily established authority to grant

Authorized Forest Community status, and issue and sign Commr-rnity Forest Management

Agreement (CFMA), has verifiecl that GOLA KONNEII , has satisfied all technical and legal

re(girernents to be granted Authorized Community Forest stattts;

WHEREAS, the GOLA KONNEII Community lrorest Management Body (CFMB) represents

the Authorized Forest Community in all matters .Llut..l to community forestry resourc-es, and has

been granted the legal authority by the People of GOLA KONNEH - to enter into this CFMA'
i' r as established by Section 4.2 (c) of the CRI-;

-' WfTEREAS, the people of GOLA I(ONNIIH, represented by GOLA KONNEH, CFMB' and

the FDA are willing to be bound by the terms set oLrt in this CFMA;

Now, THEREFORE, the FDA and tlre GOI,A KONNEI{, CFMB AgTCC AS fOIIOWS:

ARTICLE 1: PURPOSE

SECTION 1.1

The GoLA KONNEI{, CFMB and the FDA enter into this commurity Forestry Management

Agreement in order to:

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities of the GOLA KONNEH ' Authorized Forest

Community to own, ,r. urd sustainably manage its forest resources. and to promote

biodiversity for the clirect benefit of the community, ecosystems, the nation, and the

enrironment, as established in the CRL and Amended CRL }tegr-rlation;

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the FDA. as the agency with regulatory

authority over community foiestry programs, as establishecl in the CRL and its Amended

CRL Regulation;

(c) pr,rrsue activities that will contribute to the improvement o,f the livelihoods of the

members of the GSLA KONNEI{ , Ar,rthoriied Forest Community, through the

r management and gse of forest resources, which may inclucle informed conservation

t practices and/or sustair-rable harvesting of tirnber ancl non-timber forest products (NTFPs)
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' I ) Protllote public awareness of the econon-ric. environnrental. cultur.al and recreational
values of Cot-tltl-lttnitl,Forestr)/. as pllrslted by the GOLA KONNEII , Authorized Forest
Comrnunity. and

(e) Work in close collaboratior.r rvith national and intemational organizations to promote and
strengthen community forestry. by building the capacity of tn. GOLA KONNEH
Autl-rorized Forest Communitv.

SECTION 1.2

The implementation of this CFMA shall be guided by the following prilciples:

(a) Community forest resollrces shall be used for the benefit of members of the Authorized
Forest Community, and may include the pursuance of conservation and/or sustainable
harvesting of timber and NTFps fbr commercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA
precludes the Authorized Forest from altering how it chooses to manage its
forest resollrces, bLrt all legal reqnirerlents must first be met before any such change is
implemented;
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(b) Cornmunity Forest resources shall be nrana-eed and used in a way that meets the needs of
the present community members ri ithout corr.ipromising the abiiity of future generations
to meet their om needs;

(c) All tlembers anci groups iu the .{uthorized Forest Community, irrespective of age,
ger.rder. religion or ethnicitr,'. shall be able to participate in the management ancl use of
Comn-iunity Forest resources :

tdt {ll decisions and actious relattnq to the mallagement of Community Forest resources
shall be erplained and carried o,,i t. ith openness. ancl in a way that all members of the
Authorized Forest Comnlt't-riti n ill r.utderstancl:

(e) Anr decisior-r. acti\ it\ or aqreenlent attectir-ig the status tll. use of Community Forest
resources shail llot proceed rrithout the tl'ee. prior and informed consent of the
Authorized Forest Ctrnrr.nr,Lnitr .

(f) Therightsofrnetrtbersoithe.\uthorizedForestCornrnunitytotheplrrsllanceofactivities
necessary for subsistence. tttedrcinal and cLrltural purposes, and to vital ecosystem
services more ger-Ierallr . shall not be pennanentlv alienatecl.

I

DCTI

Gola Konneh Communify Forest Metes and Bounds

Gola Konneh Commrinity Forest lies within Latitude (282120 813860) North of the Equator and
Longitude (282120 786185) west of the Greenwich Meridian, and located in Gola Konneh
District, Grand Cape Mount County, Liberia/West Africa.

The GoLA KONNEH, community Forest boundaries ar.e as fbllows:

Ir) .; n
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. :.::'.etrcinc at a point (317952 800957) on the sr-rrface of the Earth; a line runs N 43" W for'-.-lr-) Ineters to point (308342 811519): thence a line runs N 81" W for 11,700 meters to a
p,-',int t296975 813214) on the Mafa River; thence a line runs Southward along said river for
17.-ii1 111eters to a point (282617 798039) on the Mafa River; thence a line runs S75o E for
+.100 meters to a point (286797 796953). thence a line runs N 40' E for 1,700 meters to a point
(287910 798075); thence a line runs S 51" E for 3,400 meters to a point (290511 795989);
thence a line runs S 70' E fbr 4,000 meters to a point (294041 794652); thence a line runs N 42o
E for 3,400 meters to a point (296281 797161); thence a line runs S 27o E for 4,400 meters to a
point (298258 793406) on the \\lr.reiarzai Creek; thence a line runs Southward along said creek
for 12,141meters to a point (29-{986 787551) on Wurejazai Creek; thence a line runs N 86o E for
6,000 meters to a point (30079+ 787802): thence a line runs S 11" E for 1,100 meters to apoint
(301113 786991) on the Lota River: thence a line runs Northward along said river for 1,902
meters to a point (301558 787707) on the Lofa River; thence a line runs N 18'E for 2,400
meters to a poit.tt (-10j1-1 r896-i3): thence a line runs N 52" E for 18.600 meters to the point of
commencentent: et-tthracinu a trrtal of 49.179 hectares/l2l.525 acres of forest land and NO
MORE.

ARTICLE 3: GE\ER\L RIGI]T\ .\\D OBLIGATIONS

SECTION 3.1

In keeping with its statuton' responsibility to regulate, protect, manage and develop forest
resources, so as to sustain and optimize the potential yield of their economic, social and
environmental benefits. the FDA shall:
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e) Directly suppoft the GOI,A KONNEII , Ar-rthorized Forest Commttnity take stock of
and clocumelt forest resources within the area of forest resources designated as a
Community Forest, to include, where appropriate, an inventory of all merchantable

timber and commercially viable NTFI'}s. as well as locally resident protected and

endar.rgered species arrd their habitat;

(b) Communicate to the CFMB minimum standards for the development, review and

approval of Community Forest Management Plans, to be reviewed every five (5) years;

(c) Provide guidance to the CFMB on zoning the Community Forest, as well as the limits of
tl're scope and scale of conservation and/or cornmercial exploitation within these zones,

based upon the data collected about the fbrest resollrces rvithin the Community Forest;

(d) Suggest amendments and/or alternatives, in pursuance of the same stated goals of the

Authorized Forest Community. if it is detern-rined tl-rat the Community Forest would not

be able to sustain arr activity proposed in the Cornmr-rnit-v Forest Management Plan

(cFMP);

(e) Assist in building the capacity of mer.nbers of the Ar.rthorized F'orest Community to
sustainably manage their forest resources. rnchrding b1- secr-rrir-rg financial and technical

assistance;

(t) Monitor and evaluate the CIrMP ir.r order to elrsllre that all legal and technical standards

are satisfied: ar-rd

tg) Facilitate the resolution of conflicts Llprrn reqlrest b1 the Authorized Forest Community.

SECTTON 3.2

The GOLA KONNEH, CFMB shall

(a) Ensure that Communitl, Forest resources are managed in an environmentally sustainable

manner, and maintain the forest as an ecosystem;

(b) With the inr o1r eil.ri ,,rI' .r'rnrilrrnin nrenrbers. and the approval of the Executive

Comn"rittee of the ConllnLlnrr\ -\ssentbli. prepare and implement community forestry

rules/guideiines:

(c) With the involvement ol communitl. members. and under the guidance of the Executive

Comn'rittee of the Comnrunitl'Assembll'. develop CFMPs;

(d) Operate in accordance vn,ith the terms and conditions of this CFMA, community forestry

rules/guidelines. the CFMP, and all other relevant legislation and regulations;

(e) With the guidance of the FDA, oversee and monitor implementation of the CFMP to
ensure compliance with all relevant legal and tecl'urical requirements:

(fl Conduct awareness raising activities in order to inform al1 Authorized Forest Community
members about the community forestry program:

(g) Represent the community in all matters related to community forestry in negotiations

with the FDA, and with third-parties who have interests in conservation or harvesting

timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes; and
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(h) When made aware of any forestry offences within the Community Forest, immediately
inform the nearest FDA Office and, if possible, halt any ongoing illegal activities.

ARTICLE 4: COMPLIANCE WITH COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT
AGREEMENT AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN

SECTION 4.1

All activities of the GOLA KONNEH ,

CFMP.
Forest shall conform to both the CFMA and

SECTION 4.2

If it is determined that members of the GOLA KONNEH , Forest Community have failed or
are failing to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, the FDA shall immediately provide written
notice to the GOLA KONNEH, Forest Community, through the CFMB, of the violation,
together with instructions as to how the violation may be remedied. Any such written notice shall
include warning of the sanctions that may be applied in the absence of remedial action being
taken by the GOLA KONNEH, Forest Community.

SECTION 4.3

lndividr-ral members of the Forest Cor.r.rr.nLuritr riho violate the terms of this CFMA and/or CFMP
mar be fined b1 the CFMB and/or rettrred to the appropriate authority for criminal prosecution,
as per Section 1.8 of the An'rended CRL Regr-rlation.

SECTIO\ 4.J

Indiridual menrbers rrf the GOI-{ KO\\EH, Forest Community who violate the Amended
CRL Regulatior.r nrar also be sub.tect to sanctior.rs b1'the FDA and the criminal justice system. as

per Section 1.8 of the ^{nrended CRL R.eculation,

SECTION 4.5

All such sanctions sliall be consistent riith the dne process of law, as enshrined in the
Constitution and statntes of Liberia. In keeping nith Section 1.9 of the Amended CRL
Regulation, a person or cour-nLlnrtl sub.jected to sanctions may challenge the decision of the
FDA or CFMB in a courl of competent jurisdiction.

OF TI.IE OMMUNITY REST MAN

SECTION 5.1

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest resources are managed.
The Authorized Forest Community's decision as to how it manages its forest resources is
represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable
framework.

a
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SECTION 5.2

The Authorized Forest Cotnrnunitv has the ri-sht to alter its CFivIP. Horver.er. all sLrch alterations
shail be made using the procedures here established. and in confbrmity with all other established
legal and technical requirements.

SECTION 5.3

If the Authorized Forest Community decides to substantively alter the previously approved
CFMP, a new plan shall be submitted to, and approved by, the FDA. A substantive alteration
includes, but is not limited to:

(a) Changes to the way an area of lbrest l'esorrces witliin the Community Forest, which has
alreadl been zoned under tlie CFMP. is to be used;

(b) Changes to the size of a zoned area of fbrest resollrces within the Community Forest;

(c) Ani espansior-t ol contntercial or a.sricultural activities, not already envisaged under the
CF\IP:

(d) Any expansion of consenation activities where it unduly restricts members of the
Authorized Forest Community from using their forest resources in pursuance of
sustainable livelihoods.

SECTION 5.4

The follox'ing procedure shall be followed when amending the cFMp

(.a ) The Crrllllll..lll:\ -\sseutblr siiall vote on whether or not it wants to consider arnending the
CF\IP. { sinrple nra.jorin r.ote of tire Community Assembly shall be required to initiate
the process:

(b) Folloriing an alllrnratrre vote. members of the Community Assembly shall thoroughly
discuss the isslre ol alterin-u the CFMP, aud the proposed amendment/s, with their
respecti\ e colt)titucn [>:

(c) The CFMB shall proride riritten notice to all torvns ancl villages within the Authorized
Forest Communitl about the proposecl amendment/s, at least thirty (30) days prior to the
Community Assenrblr nreetir"rs at riliich tire tlnal vote on amending the CFMP is to be
taken;

(d) At the Community Assernbly meeting the members shall vote to accept or reject the
proposed amendment to the CFMP. A tr,vo-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Comrnunity
Assernbly is required befbre the CFMP can be amended;

(e) Following an afflnnative vote, the CFMII shall provide the FDA with written notice of its
decision to amend the CFMP, after which the two parties shall work together to develop a
new CFMP; and

o
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SECTION 6.5

In keeping rvith Section 13.5 of theNFRI., and Sections 1 through 35 of FDA Regulation 108-
07, the Chain of Custody System shall apply to the harvesting of timber for commercial purposes
by the Authorized Forest Community.

SECTION 6.6

As established by Section 1 1.6 of the Amended CRL Regulation, Authorized Forest
Communities that harvest timber products for commercial purposes shall pay stumpage fees in
accordance with Regul ation 107 -07 .

SECTION 6.7

Authorized Forest Communities shall pay all relevant forest product fees, as established in
Regulation 107-07, as well as all taxes andlor fees for the harvesting of NTFPs for commercial
pu{poses, as determined by the Liberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the FDA.

SECTION 6.8

The FDA shall monitor the harvesting of timber and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes to
ensure that all environmental standards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of Harvesting
Practices is adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMp, as established
in Article 4 of this CFMA, the FDA may impose penalties on Authorized Forest Community
members under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental Protection Agency
Act.

ARTICLE 7: RIGHTS ANI) GATIO NS OF THE CFMB AND FDA WITH
ARD GE THIRD-P

L SECTION 7.7

The CFMB, as the representative of the Authorized Forest Community in commercial matters,
may negotiate commercial agreements with third-parties, in conformity with existing legal and
technical standards.

SECTION 7.2

Before a commercial agreement between an Authorized Forest Community and a third-pa(y can
be signed, the FDA shall first review and approve it, as per Section 10.5 of the Amended CRL
Regulation.

SECTION 7.3

If, following review, the FDA determines that the proposed commercial agreement does not
confotm to best industry practices, or does not offer fair market price for the community's forest
resources, the FDA shall advise the community on how the commercial agreement needs to be
amended before it can be approved.

a
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SECTION 7.1

The FDA shall review, determine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreement
and, if appropriate. provide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amended
within fifteen (15) workinu day's of the commercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA fails
to review, officially approve and. if appropriate, provide advice on how the proposed commercial
agreement needs to be antended w'ithin fifteen (15) working days of subrnission, the community
may either provide the FDA u'ith more time to complete tl"re review of the proposed commercial
agreement, or it mar consider the reqr-rirement fbr review ar-rd approval of the proposed
commercial agreement satist-red.

ARTICLE 8: . LENGTH. RENEWAL AND TERMINATION

o
SECTION 8.I

This CFMA shail take ellect r-tpon siur.ring bv the CFMB and the FDA and shall be valid for a
period of not ntore than 1-. rears. One vearpriorto the expiration of this CFMA, the CFMB shall
submit a uritten req,..est trr the FD-{ to rene\\'the CFMA fbr an additional fifteen (15) year term.
The CFN4A can he relen ed as ntaltv tirnes as the Authorized Forest Community would like.

SECTIO\ 8.2

\plr.,r a1 :.' " rirllie si to rene\\ the CFNIA shall be granted only once the FDA has verified tl"rat
the \Lttlt.'rizei F,,:est CLrnmrllnitl is in compliance with all legal and technical requirements.
\\'here the FD \ ie ternrines that the Authorized Forest Community is not in compliance, it shall
intbrm rhe \urh.rrize.l Forest community in writing of the reasons. only once the Authorized
Forest Comntunitr iras addressed these issues shall the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA.

SECTIO\ 8.3

The FDA shall appror e tlie reqllest fbr renern'al at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration
date of the CFMA. If the FD.\ does not provide a response to the request to renew the CFMA at
least 60 days prior to its erpiration date. the CFMA shall be renewed automatically for another
fifteen (15) year period.

SECTION 8.1

The CFMA may be termir-rated prior to tl're expiration date based on one or rrore conditions as
follows:

(a) Written agreement between the CFMB, at least two-thirds of the Community Assembly
members, and the FDA;

(b) The Government of Liberia decides to exercise its power of eminent domain over a
community forest, or a part thereof. Where the Government of Liberia makes such a
decision, it shall comply with the constitutionally established procedure for the
expropriation of private property, which, at a minimum, shall require that reasons for the
expropriation are given; that there is prompt payment of just compensation; that the
community is able to challenge the Government's decision to expropriate the community
forest, or part thereof, or the compensation offered;

o
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and that \\hen the Gor,entment ceases to Llse the community forest. or decides not to Llse

it tbr the purpose lor rvhich the community forest was expropriated. rights or er the

community fbrest shall be returned to the cotrltrtutrity.

ARTICLE 9: DISPUTE RESOL UTION AND ADJUDICATION

SECTION 9.I

Disputes between the Authorized Forest Community and the FDA over this CFMA, which

cannot be resolved, shall be mediated b1' a qualified individual agreeable to both parties. Both

parties have the right to retain legal cour.rsel throughout this process.

SECTION 9.2

Where nediation fails to resolr'e the dispute. the parties shall submit to arbitration, under the

procedures established in the -{rbitration Lar,r,s of Liberia. as found in Chapter 64 of the Civil
Procedure Lari. Both parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process.

SECTION 9.3

Alternatir,ell. the "\uthorized Forest Cornmunitl, or FDA n.ray forego arbitration in favor of
review b1 a coutl tri curt-t-tlretent jurisdiction.

IN WITNESS \\ HEREOF. \\ E HAVE HE,REUNTO AFFIXED OUR S1GNATURES ON

THE DAY A\D D.\TE FIRST MENTIONED ABOVE

For: T1-re Forestrr Der elopment Authority

o
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WITNESS

For: The GOLA KONNEH AUTHORIZED FOREST COMMUNITY

WITNESS

Hon. Joseph J. Tally
Deputy Managing Director/Operation
Folestry Development AuthoritY

Mr. James K. Momo
Chief Officer
GOLA KONNEH CFMB

Chairperson, oard of Directors
Approved

Forestry Developn, er-rt Authoritl' i{<ot

By:


