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THIS COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT is made ANd CNIETEd iNtO

this I Qfi day of October AD 2022,by and between the Government of Liberia, acting through

the Forestry Development Authority, hereinafter referred to as the FDA, represented by its
Managing Director Hon. C. Mike. Doryen, and the People of Chedepo Community Forest
located in Grand Gedeh County, represented by their Community Forest Management Body by

and thru its Chief Officer Madam Nickey D. Jah for the Management of CHEDEPO
COMMUNITY FOREST; hereby

WHEREAS. the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) is the government agency with legal

jurisdiction over forestry matters, and the lead agency for community forestry in Liberia;

WHEREAS, the People of CHEDEPO, in accordance with the Community Rights Law of 2009

with Respect to Forest Lands (CRL) and the Amended Regulation to the Community Rights Larv

of 2009 with Respect to Forest Lands (Amended CRL Regulation), applied to the FDA for
Authorized Forest Community status, to enable them manage and/or utilize their Communit-v

Forest resources;

WHEREAS, the FDA, in accordance with its statutorily established authority to grant Authorized
Forest Community status, and issue and sign Community Forest Management Agreement
(CFMA), has verified that CHEDEPO COMMUNITY FOREST, has satisfied all technical and

legal requirements to be granted Authorized Community Forest status;

WHEREAS, the CHEDEPO Community Forest Management Body (CFMB) represents the

Authorized Forest Community in all matters related to community fbrestry resources, and has been

granted the legal authority by the People of CHEDEPO, to enter into this CFMA. as established

by Section 4.2 (c) of the CRL,

WHEREAS, the People of CHEDEPO, represented by CHEDEPO, CFMB, and the FDA are

willing to be bound by the terms set out in this CFMA;

Now, THEREFORE, the FDA and the CHEDEPO, CFMB agree as follows:

ARTICLE 1 : PURPOSE

SECTION 1.1

The CHEDEPO, CFMB and the FDA enter into this Community Forestry Management

Agreement in order to:

(1) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities of the CHEDEPO, Authorized Forest Community

to own, use and sustainably manage its forest resources, and to promote biodiversity for
the direct benefit of the community, ecosystems, the nation, and the environment, as

established in the CRL and Amended CRL Regulation;

(g) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the FDA, as the agency with regulatory authority

over community forestry programs, as established in the CRL and its Amended CRL

Regulation;

(h) Pursue activities that will contribute to the improvement of the livelihoods of the members

of the CHEDEPO Authorized Forest Community, through the management and use of
forest resources, which may include informed conservation practices and/or sustainable

harvesting of tirnber and non-timber forest products Q'.ITFPs) for commercial purposes;

WITNESSETH



(i) Promote public awareness ofthe economic, environmental, cultural and recreational values
of Community Forestry, as pursued by the CHEDEPO, Authorized Forest Community;
and

(j) Work in close collaboration with national and intemational organizations to promote and
strengthen community forestry, by building the capacity of the CHEDEPO Authorized
Forest Communitv.

SECTION 1.2

The implementation of this CFMA shall be guided by the following principles:

(g) Community forest resources shall be used for the benefit of members of the Authorized
Forest Community, and may include the pursuance of conservation and/or sustainable
harvesting oftimber and NTFPs for commercial purposes. Nothing in this CFMA precludes
the Authorized Forest Community from altering how it chooses to manage its forest
resources, but all legal requirements must first be met before any such change is
implemented;

(h) Community Forest resources shall be managed and used in a way that meets the needs of
the present community members without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs;

(i) All members and groups in the Authorized Forest Community, irrespective of age, gender,

religion or ethnicity, shall be able to participate in the management and use of Community
Forest resources'

0) All decisions and actions relating to the management of Community Forest resources shall
be explained and carried out with openness, and in a way that all members of the
Authorized Forest Community will understand;

(k) AnV decision, activity or agreement affecting the status or use of Community Forest
resources shall not proceed without the free, prior and informed consent of the Authorized
Forest Community;

(1) The rights of members of the Authorized Forest Community to the pursuance of activities
necessary for subsistence, medicinal and cultural pu{poses, and to vital ecosystem services

more generally, shall not be permanently alienated.
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ARTICLE 2: TE CAL DESCRIPTION OF CO FOREST LANDS

\-

The CHEDEPO Community Forest boundaries are as follows

Cheadepo Community Forest Metes and Bounds

Chedepo Community Forest lies within Latitude 599123 610780 North of the Equator and

Longitude 599123 585380 West of the Greenwich Meridian and is located in Cheadepo, Karforh,
Gbeapo and Potupo Districts, River Gee County, Liberia, West Africa.

Commencingat apoint (617072 609606) on the surface of the Earth; thence a line runs S 68oE for
13,036 meters to a point (62913160a880); thence a line runs S 32" W for 19,312 meters to a point
(618985 58849a); thence a line runs S 71o W for 7 ,564 meters to a point (61 1905 586158); thence

a line runs N 86" W for 5,159 meters to a point (606905 586477); thence a line runs N 53o W for
6,920 meters to a point (601354 590590); thence a line runs N 7o W for 483 meters to a point
(601334 591 104); thence a line runs N 4o E for 483 meters to a point (601395 591489); thence a

line runs N 41o E for 644 meters (601754 591910); thence a line runs N 17' W for 805 meters to

a point (601611 592586); thence a line runs N 34' W for 322 meters to a point (601428 592865);

thence a line runs N 35o E for 161 meters to apoint (601546 593010);thence a line runs S 81'E
for 322 meters to a point (601917 592957); thence a line runs N 57o E for 805 meters to a point
(602565 593369); thence a line runs N 28o E for 483 meters to a point (602772 593729); thence a

linerunsN5"E forl,287 meterstoapoint (602884595020);thencealinerunsN5'W for 1,770

meters to a point (602737 596688); thence a line runs N 7o W for 1,770 meters to a point (60251I
595a3$; thence a line runs N 17' W for 644 meters to a point (602299 5991 10); thence a line runs

N 30o W for 483 meters to a point (602061 599541); thence a line runs N 83o W for 322 meters to

a point (601718 599584); thence a line runs N 83" W for 966 meters to a point (600849 599669);

thence a line runs N 57o W for 644 meters to a point (600270 600025); thence a line runs N 15o E

for 3,701 meters to a point (601295 603544); thence a line runs N 76o E for 12,392 meters to a
point (613 193 606593); thence a line runs N 52o Efor 4,828 meters to the point of commencement,

embracing a total of 42,840 hectares / 105,861 acres of Forestland and NO MORE.
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(p) When made aware of any forestry offences within the Community Forest, immediately

inform the nearest FDA Office and, if possible, halt any ongoing illegal activities.

FO EMENT

SECTION 4.1

All activities of the CHEDEPO Community Forest shall conform to both the CFMA and CFMP

SECTION 4.2

If it is determined that members of the CHEDEPO Forest Community have failed or are failing

to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, the FDA shall immediately provide written notice to the

CHEDEPO Forest Community, through the CFMB, of the violation, together with instructions as

to how the violation may be remedied. Any such written notice shall include warning of the

sanctions that may be applied in the absence of remedial action being taken by the CHEDEPO

Forest Community.

SECTION 4.3

Individual members of the Forest Community who violate the terms of this CFMA andlot CFMP

may be fined by the CFMB and/or referred to the appropriate authority for criminal prosecution,

as per Section 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

SECTION 4.4

Individual members of the CHEDEPO Forest Community who violate the Amended CRL

Regulation may also be subject to sanctions by the FDA and the criminal justice system, as per

Section 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation.

SECTION 4.5

All such sanctions shall be consistent with the due process of law, as enshrined in the Constitution

and statutes of Liberia. In keeping with Section 1 .9 of the Amended CRL Regulation, a person or

community subjected to sanctions may challenge the decision of the FDA or CFMB in a court of
competent j urisdiction.

ARTI 5: ALTERATI OF THE CO ]NITY FOREST MANA PLAN

SECTION 5.I

The Authorized Forest Community shall freely determine how its forest resources are managed.

The Authorized Forest Community's decision as to how it manages its forest resources is

represented in the CFMP, which together with the CFMA establishes a legally enforceable

framework.

CE

SECTION 5.2
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already been zoned under the CFMP, is to be used;

(f) Changes to the size of a zoned area of forest resources within the Community Forest;

(g) Any expansion of commercial or agricultural activities, not already envisaged under the
CFMP;

(h) Any expansion of conservation activities where it unduly restricts members of the
Authorized Forest Community from using their forest resources in pursuance of sustainable
livelihoods.

SECTION 5.4

The following procedure shall be followed when amending the CFMP

(g) The Community Assembly shall vote on whether or not it wants to consider amending the
CFMP. A simple majority vote of the Community Assembly shall be required to initiate
the process;

(h) Following an affirmative vote, members of the Community Assembly shall thoroughly
discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the proposed amendment/s, with their
respective constituents;

(i) The CFMB shall provide written notice to all towns and villages within the Authorized
Forest Community about the proposed amendmentls, at least thirty (30) days prior to the
Community Assembly meeting at which the final vote on amending the CFMP is to be
taken;

0) At the Community Assembly meeting the members shall vote to accept or reject the
proposed amendment to the CFMP. A two-thirds (213) majority vote of the Community
Assembly is required before the CFMP can be amended'

(k) Following an affirmative vote, the CFMB shall provide the FDA with written notice of its
decision to amend the CFMP, after which the two parties shall work together to develop a
new CFMP; and

(l) Once the FDA verifies that the amended CFMP meets all legal and technical requirements,
it shall approve the new CFMP.

ARTICLE 6: RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE CFMB AND FDA WITH REGARD
TO COMMERCIAL HARVESTING OF TIMBER AND NON-TIMBER FOREST
PRODUCTS

SECTION 6.1

As an Authorized Forest Community, the CHEDEPO Community Forest has the right to engage
in the harvesting of timber andlor non-timber forest products Q.{TFPs) for commercial purposes,

under regulations and guidelines issued by the FDA.

SECTIOI\ 6.2

Before any commercial harvesting can take place, the Authorized Forest Community must have
met all preliminary requirements, as per the CRL and all other relevant laws and regulations. This
requires that the community has organized its Community Assembly (Section 6.4(a) of the CRf),
the Community Assembly has appointed the Community Forest Management Body (Section 6.4(b)
of the CRI.), the Community Forest Management Body has developed a Community Forest
Manasement Plan that includes the envisased commercial activities (Section 6.4k\ of the CRL);
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SECTION 6.3

In keeping with the 2006 National Forestry Reform Law ${FRL), the Ten Core Regulations and

all other relevant laws and regulations goveming Liberia's forest sector, no commercial harvesting

of timber and NTFPs shall occur in a Community Forest without the Authorized Forest

Community having first met the following requirements:

(c) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFPs must have been independently

confirmed by the FDA, in keeping with its statutory responsibility to ensure that areas of
forest resources are suitable for the planned commercial harvesting, as per Section 4.5 of
the NFRL, and Section 2.2 (d and Chapter 5 of the CRL; and

(d) The Authorized Forest Community must have conducted an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA), as per Section 24 (2) and Section 41 of Regulation 105-07.

SECTION 6.4

Once the FDA has verified that all technical and legal requirements for the harvesting of timber
andlor NTFPs for commercial purposes have been met, it shall issue a written notice to proceed to

the Authorized Forest Community, through the CFMB. Only once the Authorized Forest

Community has received written notice to proceed from the FDA shall the harvesting of timber
andlor NTFPs for commercial purposes be permitted.

SECTION 6.5

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the NFRL, and Sections 1 through 35 of FDA Regulation 108-07,

the Chain of Custody System shall apply to the harvesting of timber for commercial purposes by
the Authorized Forest Community.

SECTION 6.6

As established by Section 11.6 of the Amended CRL Regulation, Authorized Forest Communities

that harvest timber products for commercial purposes shall pay stumpage fees in accordance with
Regulation 107-07.

SECTION 6.7

Authorized Forest Communities shall pay all relevant forest product fees, as established in
Regulation lO7 -07 , as well as all taxes ar.Ldlor fees for the harvesting of NTFPs for commercial

purposes, as determined by the Liberia Revenue Authority, in consultation with the FDA.

SECTION 6.8

The FDA shall monitor the harvesting of timber andlor NTFPs for commercial purposes to ensure

that all environmental standards are satisfied, and that the Liberia Code of Harvesting Practices is

adhered to.

SECTION 6.9

In addition to sanctions applied for failure to comply with the CFMA and CFMP, as established

in Article 4 of this CFMA, the FDA may impose penalties on Authorized Forest Community
members under Section 20 of the NFRL and Section 56 of the Environmental Protection Agency

Act.
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The CFMB, as the representative of the Authorized Forest Community in commercial matters,
may negotiate commercial agreements with third-parties, in conformity with existing legal and
technical standards.

SECTION 7.2

Before a commercial agreement between an Authorized Forest Community and a third-party can
be signed, the FDA shall first review and approve it, as per Section 10.5 of the Amended CRL
Regulation.

SECTION 7.3

If, following review, the FDA determines that the proposed commercial agreement does not
conform to best industry practices, or does not offer fair market price for the community's forest
resources, the FDA shall advise the community on how the commercial agreement needs to be

amended before it can be approved.

The Community Forest Management Body and Executive Committee of the Community
Assembly shall hear the advice of the FDA, and attest that they have received and understood the
advice provided.

SECTION 7.4

The FDA shall review, determine whether or not to approve the proposed commercial agreement
and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amended within
fifteen (15) working days of the commercial agreement being submitted. If the FDA fails to review,
officially approve and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the proposed commercial agreement
needs to be amended within fifteen (15) working days of submission, the community may either
provide the FDA with more time to complete the review of the proposed commercial agreement,
or it may consider the requirement for review and approval of the proposed commercial agreement
satisfied.

ARTICLE 8: EFFECTIVITY, LENGTH. RENEWAL AND TERMINATION

SECTION 8.1

This CFMA shall take effect upon signing by the CFMB and the FDA and shall be valid for a

period of not more than 15 years. One year prior to the expiration of this CFMA, the CFMB shall
submit a written request to the FDA to renew the CFMA for an additional fifteen (15) year term.
The CFMA can be renewed as many times as the Authorized Forest Community would like.

SECTION 8.2

Approval to a request to renew the CFMA shall be granted only once the FDA has verified that
the Authorized Forest Community is in compliance with all legal and technical requirements.
Where the FDA determines that the Authorized Forest Community is not in compliance, it shall
inform the Authorized Forest Community in writing of the reasons. Only once the Authorized
Forest Community has addressed these issues shall the FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA.

SECTION 8.3

The FDA shall approve the request for renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration date

of the CFMA. If the FDA does not provide a response to the request to renew the CFMA at least

60 days prior to its expiration date, the CFMA shall be renewed automatically for another fifteen



ARTICLE 9: DISPUTE UTION AND ADJUDI CATION

SECTION 9.1

Disputes between the Authorized Forest Community and the FDA over this CFMA, which cannot

be resolved, shall be mediated by a qualified individual agreeable to both parties. Both parties have

the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process.

SECTION 9.2

Where mediation fails to resolve the dispute, the parties shall submit to arbitration, under the

procedures established in the Arbitration Laws of Liberia, as found in Chapter 64 of the Civil

irrocedure Law. Both parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process.

SECTION 9.3

:\lternatir,ei_v. the Authorized Forest Community or FDA may forego arbitration in favor of review

by'a court of competent jurisdiction.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE HAVE HEREUNTO AFFIXED OUR SIGNATURES ON

THE DAY AND DATE FIRST MENTIONED ABOVE

FoT: THE FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

By: ct/
WITI{ESS on. . Mike

Managing
Forestry ent Authority

FoT: THE CHEDEPO AUTHORIZED FOREST COMMUNITY

OL-'| 
1?t 2P >2_

By
Madam N D. Jah

Chief Officer
CHEDEPO CFMB
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Approved:
Ch of Directors
Forestry opment Authority
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